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Phragmites on “Spider Island” 1 Year After Treatment
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“The location of the area made it
impossible to treat with typical
ground equipment, so we decide to
use the helicopter”

What a difference a
year makes!
Last year, in our
August newsletter I
reported finding a
patch of phragmites
during our survey. We
referred to it as
“Spider Island”
because of all the
stolons spreading
from the patch and
running across the top
of the water. As with
all noxious weed
infestations we began
working with the
landowner to come up
with a plan to start
managing the patch.
The location of the

area made it impossible
to treat with typical
ground equipment, so
we decided to use the
helicopter applicator
when he was in the
area spraying along
Salt Creek. The photo
on the left was from
2016 and the photo on
the right was taken in
July of 2017, following
a treatment of
imazapyr herbicide in
the fall of 2016.
Imazapyr is a nonselective, aquatic
approved herbicide that
is very effective on
phragmites. Typically
we see two years of

pretty good control
with only one
application. However,
the extensive rhizome
root system of
phragmites will allow
it to come back. The
landowner will have to
continue to treat for
many years to come
before it is eradicated.
Lancaster County
Weed Authority is
available to assist any
landowner with
noxious or invasive
weed problems by
doing an on-site
survey and helping
develop a
management plan.

Leafy Spurge Conference and Tour
th

Tour of invasive plant invasions
after the 2012 wildfires

The 30 annual Leafy
Spurge Conference and
Tour was recently held in
Chadron. It is always
amazing to see the
different types of invasives
from one end of the State
to the other.
The tour took us through
the Ponderosa Wildlife

Management Area where
we saw how invasive
plants take over after a
wildfire. We also saw a
demonstration of how
they’re using drone’s to
map the infested areas.
Once the area is mapped
they’re able to accurately
treat with herbicides.

Another stop was at Ft.
Robinson where we saw
management on Scotch
thistle and a new biological
control effort on common
mullein. At Agate Fossil
Beds National Monument
we saw a multi-agency
cooperative approach to
controlling Yellow-flag iris.
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