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“Phragmites is by far the most
aggressive invasive plant we have
on our states noxious weed list.
Because of its extensive root
system, it will require multiple
years of aggressive control before
we get it under control”

Helicopter spraying of
phragmites proved to be
extremely challenging this
fall, due to wind and unusual
amounts of heavy rain that
fell in Lancaster County in
early October.
Fall is typically a great time
to make applications for
phragmites control for
several reasons. First, the
timing is right for the plant to
take down the chemical
while it is trying to store up
nutrients to survive the
winter, giving us much better
control than a spring
application. Second, usually
the weather is better in the
fall than in the spring, with
less wind and less rain….
Not this year, the wind kept
Skycopters grounded for the
first few days, then it rained
and the creeks rose so high
we couldn’t spray. So, they
moved out to western
Nebraska to spray around
Lake McConaughy. When
Skycopters came back it
rained some more, this time
7 to 9 inches. So, they
moved up to the Platte River
to do the spraying up there.
The good news is we were
able to spray most of the
areas we had contracts with
landowners. Some areas
along Oak Creek and Salt
Creek were not able to be
sprayed because of the
flood.
Our staff spends a lot of

Weed-guy Vacation?
“we would be losing our valuable
resources 1 acre at a time”

time surveying, working with
landowners, preparing the
maps, getting contracts
signed, etc., so it is
disappointing when you get
all organized to spray and
mother nature spoils the
plans. I estimate we did get
over 90% of what we had
contracted sprayed, so,
even though disappointing I
would have to say it was an
overall success. We now
wait until next spring to see
how effective the control
was and begin the process
all over again. Phragmites
is by far the most aggressive
invasive plant we have on
Nebraska’s noxious weed
list. Because of its extensive
root system, it will require
multiple years of aggressive
control before we get it
under control.
During the application, the
helicopter is mapping every

time he hits the button to
spray. We enter the shape file
into ArcMap to create a map.
This gives our office, and the
landowner an accurate GPS
record of what was actually
sprayed. This helps in
planning future applications on
each property.
2014 Helicopter phragmites application
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I’m sure, many of you while on vacation notice things along the way that are related to your
interest. If your farm, you notice the crops, if you sell buildings, you notice the farmsteads…..
Well, for the weed-guy, it’s WEEDS. I recently went to Illinois to cheer on the Huskers at
Northwestern and wow, does Illinois have a problem with phragmites and teasel. It was so out of
control, I’m not sure I would even know where to start. Phragmites is in the medians, every
waterway and wetland, literally its everywhere. Lancaster County added teasel recently to our
noxious list, and this trip confirmed what my research showed, teasel can take over just about
anywhere it wants. Nebraska is lucky to have a weed law requiring invasive weeds to be
controlled. If not, we would be losing our valuable resources 1 acre at a time.
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