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UNL Class Tour 

 

On September 7th, 33 

students from the Plant 

Pathology - bio-invader 

class at the University 

of Nebraska - Lincoln 

gathered at the North 

48th street landfill to 

tour non-native 

phragmites.  Professor 

Thomas Powers uses 

an hands on approach 

to teaching and gets 

the students out of the 

classroom and into the 

environment. This 

provides the students 

the opportunity to 

witness firsthand the 

aggressive 

characteristics of this 

plant.  Students are able 

to walk through the 

phragmites in order to 

help them understand 

how this plant can 

reduce water flow in the 

rivers and why wildlife 

will avoid heavily 

infested areas.  The 

class learned about the 

ongoing statewide focus 

to control this invader in 

our rivers and wetlands, 

and what they can do to 

help slow down its 

spread.  During the 

tour they witnessed 

previous control efforts 

on the landfill site and 

learned why it’s 

important to continue 

the work year after 

year.  Phragmites left 

untreated will create a 

monoculture, taking out 

all other vegetation that 

exist in the wetland, 

thus driving out any 

insects or animals that 

depend on the wetland 

for their survival. 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  R E P O R T :   

Lancaster County Weed Control – 
City of Lincoln Weed Abatement 

 

With cooler weather on the 
way, football season upon 
us, and harvest just 
around the corner, most of 
us think that our “weed 
season” is almost over. 
However, this is the time 
of year when the most 
effective weed control on 
certain species can be 
accomplished. 

Fall is the ideal time to 
control musk thistle, leafy 
spurge, phragmites and 
some of the other hard to 
control noxious weeds.  
Most biennial and 
perennial plants are taking 
down nutrients to help 
survive the winter and will 
carry the herbicide easily 
into the plant. Treatments 

in the fall give you a head 
start on your noxious weed 
control next spring, and I 
know you will like the 
results.  If you would like 
recommendations for a 
specific problem, please 
contact our office for help 
developing a management 
plan that is right for your 
weed problem. 

UNL Plant Pathology Class 1 

Fall Noxious Weed Control 1 

Noxious Weed ID 2 

                                                           

 

“Phragmites left untreated will create 
a monoculture, taking out all other 
vegetation that exist in the wetland” 

UNL Plant Pathology Class Bio-Invader Tour  

Lancaster County Weed Control –     

City of Lincoln Weed Abatement 

Fall Noxious Weed Control 

 

“Fall is the ideal time to control 
musk thistle, leafy spurge, 
phragmites and some of the other 
hard to control noxious weeds” 



 

Lancaster County Weed Control 

444 Cherrycreek Rd. Bldg B 
Lincoln, NE. 68528 

Phone: 402.441.7817 
Fax: 402.441.8616 
E-mail:  
weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

Good Neighbors –  

Control Invasive Weeds ! ! ! 

We’re on the Web! 

lancaster.ne.gov/weeds 
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