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On April 18th 2016, 
Governor Ricketts 
signed LB1038 and 
LB1038A into law.   
Local weed control 
authorities, weed 
management entities, 
and natural resource 
districts will have 
access to $1 million in 
state funding to help 
control phragmites and 
other invasive species 
in waterways under 
LB1038. In 2007, the 
Legislature 
appropriated $4 million 
to control invasive 
vegetation and 
additional grant funds 
were provided through 
the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust 

and other partners. 
These funds were 
leveraged into over 
$18 million spent on 
riparian weed 
management in 2007-
2014. This funding was 
instrumental in treating 
invasive species and 
increasing flow 
conveyance, wildlife 
habitat, and water 
available for human 
consumption. The 
funding in LB1038 will 
help to continue that 
work. The bill 
reinstates the Riparian 
Vegetation 
Management Task 
Force to help oversee 
the process.  Other 
provisions of the bill 
address a water rights 
agreement between 

the Nebraska Public 
Power District and the 
Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission 
regarding the Spencer 
Dam and revises 
procedures for the 
Niobrara Council.  
This was a 14 month 
process that had its 
share of ups and 
downs, positives and 
negatives, supporters 
and nay-sayers, as 
well as some 
constructive debates.  
In the end, a great bill 
was signed into Law, 
shaping the future of 
invasive plant 
management along 
ALL waterways in the 
State. 
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The 2016 growing 
season marks a 
change in the way the 
Weed Authority is 
notifying violators of 
the City of Lincoln 
Weed Abatement 
Ordinance.  Our 
inspectors are posting 
bright orange signs 
warning the occupant 
of the violation and 
explaining what needs 
to be done to get in 
compliance. The 
decision was made 
after reevaluating our 

notification process. 
Previously, all violators 
were notified by 
sending a letter via the 
U.S. Postal Service. 
This worked great, until 
the USPS changed its 
delivery method and 
routed all of Lincoln’s 
mail through Omaha. 
We’ve found it now 
takes a minimum of 4 
days to get a letter 
across town.  That 
doesn’t work when the 
ordinance requires 
vegetation to be cut in 

only 5 days.  By 
posting the properties 
we hope to gain 
quicker compliance by 
the resident, as well as 
a way to notify the 
neighbors the weed 
department has made 
the initial inspection 
and the process to 
clean up the property 
is underway. The first 
couple weeks we’ve 
tested the process has 
shown positive results 
in getting the 
properties controlled. 
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Legislation Signed by the Governor Provides $1 Million in Funding 

 

Lancaster County Weed Control –     

City of Lincoln Weed Abatement 

Bright Orange Signs are Warning Weed Abatement Violators  

LB 1038 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warning Sign Notifying of Weed 

Abatement Violation 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010nBV5AtETffETZzqwoQZwvEhRes1SP_L8ChME8-vN979aCTOH965_GOIAaTQginnEjGVJLCIR9FIzClO_rinWvvBRsZfMPyF8gdkgoL5VvQ9nq8HxdWWHMd3RX7qXBalIEuIBqBQpjTfhXbARpjtIUC2VkPV3dTPKMo7Q_VD25iFGQiMqCnhl4jTSIhhCYCzLNTB6dNzwBhQGJBpzPxr1UU5fm0wIzO6U4RcCX3VJQ8=&c=p6qrHCkliX_Xs34b6McF-mKCZwdHH4Xma2gWK1pP67oXfbGTVzjQkA==&ch=A7yYM9b9IAwAKOFyRys8K7v1GCRDfu8BeuJtlLj45Vd-GM7SjG4JCQ==


 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Weed Control 

444 Cherrycreek Rd. Bldg B 
Lincoln, NE. 68528 

Phone: 402.441.7817 
Fax: 402.441.8616 
E-mail:  
weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

Good Neighbors –  

Control Invasive Weeds ! ! ! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lancaster.ne.gov/

weeds 
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Kiosk along the trail by Salt Creek  
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