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Lancaster County Weed 
Department through an 
interlocal agreement 
with the City of Lincoln 
manages the Weed 
Abatement program 
inside Lincoln’s city 
limits. The two agencies 
combined in 1996 and 
have proven to be a very 
successful City/County 
agency. One benefit of a 
combined agency is it 
allows any citizen, one 
contact for noxious 
weeds or weed 
abatement within 
Lancaster County’s 
borders.  
We often get questions 
on what is Weed 
Abatement? and, why 
can’t I do whatever I 
want on my property?  
What is required to be 
controlled is sometimes 
complicated; this is the 
policy we follow. 
When plants are 
overgrown they become 
a nuisance and 
unacceptable to the 
general public and need 

to be controlled. The 
City of Lincoln Municipal 
Code states "It shall be 
the duty of every owner 
of real estate in the city 
to cut and clear, or 
clear, such real estate, 
together with one-half of 
the streets and alleys 
abutting thereon, of all 
weeds or worthless 
vegetation whenever 
such weeds or worthless 
vegetation shall extend 
more than six inches 
above the ground." The 
Code considers 
"Uncontrolled or 
uncultivated growth of 
weeds, brush, vines, 
grasses, or other 
vegetation which offers 

vector or rodent 
harborage, contribute to 
noxious pollens to the 
atmosphere, or 
unreasonably interfere 
with the use and 
enjoyment of abutting 
public or private 
property," a safety and 
health hazard. Some 
areas that are allowed 
inside the city may be 
beneficial and include: 
*Erosion control 
*Control of pollutant 
runoff 
*Educational purposes 
*Cultivation of vegetation 
for consumption, pleasure 
or business reasons 
*Natural areas including 
wetlands 
*Wooded areas 
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Definition of a weed; A 

plant considered 
undesirable, unattractive, or 
troublesome, especially one 
that grows where it is not 
wanted and often grows or 
spreads fast or takes the 
place of desired plants. 
So, by definition - a corn 
plant in a bean field is a 

weed.  Our Operational 
Weed Abatement Policy 
states; "Weeds" are 
undesirable vegetation 
that includes grasses, 
grasslike plants, forbs, 
succulents, and woody 
plants. These are plants 
that are commonly 
considered to be weeds, or 

invading volunteer 
plants from desirable 
plants that become 
weedy in nature i.e. 
tree seedlings.  
"Worthless vegetation" 
is vegetation that is 
overgrown, that is 
mature, or vegetative 
material on the ground. 
 

 

“It shall be the duty of 
every owner of real estate in 
the city to cut and clear, or 
clear, such real estate, 
together with one-half of the 
streets and alleys abutting 
thereon” 

Lincoln’s Weed Abatement Program 

Lancaster County Weed Control –     

City of Lincoln Weed Abatement 

What are Weeds & Worthless Vegetation? 

Weed Abatement 101 

2014 - 5 Rivers Cost Share Training 

Weed Abatement 1 

Weeds & Worthless Vegetation 1 
 
Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 2 

                                                           

 

Overgrown grass violation 

Overgrown weeds &volunteer trees 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lancaster County Weed Control 
444 Cherrycreek Rd. Bldg B 
Lincoln, NE. 68528 

Phone: 402.441.7817 
Fax: 402.441.8616 
E-mail:  
weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

Good Neighbors –  

Control Invasive Weeds ! ! ! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lancaster.ne.gov/

weeds 
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Kiosk along the trail by Salt Creek  
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