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“As we continue to see

more invasives, it is
important to always look
at ways to be more cost
effective with our budgets”

With cooler weather on
the way, football season
upon us and harvest just
around the corner, most
of us think that our “weed
season” is almost over.
However, this is the time
of year when the most
effective weed control on
certain species can be
accomplished.
Lancaster County Weed
Control is busy right now
working with our ground
application contractor
spraying roadsides for
phragmites, sericea
lespedeza and leafy
spurge. This year is our
first year of switching
from a spring application
on leafy spurge to a fall
application. A few of the
benefits of switching are;
*better control with a fall
application since the
plant’s taking down
nutrients to help make it
through the winter; it will
also take down the
chemical. *Fall is the
perfect time to control
sericea lespedeza; we
can use the same
chemical and same rate
as we do on the spurge.
This allows us to be able
to make both applications

Leafy spurge
Phragmites

Sericea lespedeza
Common teasel
as we travel down the
roads, instead of having
to go back a second time.
*Our contractor has two
separate tanks on the
truck so they can spray a
different chemical on the
phragmites as they travel
the roads.
By switching over to a fall
application and
controlling three different
species all in one trip
should prove to be both
effective and efficient. As
we continue to see more
invasives, it is important
to always look at ways to
be more cost effective
with our budgets.
Fall is also the ideal
time to spray yards for
dandelions and henbit.

Helicopter Spraying
Weed Control is also busy
working with Skycopters to
spray phragmites for
private landowners, as well
as areas on Salt Creek and
Oak Creek in the county.
The helicopter is a great
tool to spray in areas that
aren’t accessible by ground
application equipment. The
chemical used in controlling
phragmites also requires a
special boom set up and
cannot be applied by fixed
wing aircraft.

UNL Plant Pathology Class Learns About Invasives
“The students are able to
witness first-hand the
destruction phragmites and
other aquatic invaders do to
our natural wetlands”

Professor Thomas Powers
leads students through a
patch of phragmites

Students from UNL’s Plant Pathology department learned
about aquatic invasives by touring an infestation of
th
phragmites on September 4 . Professor Thomas Powers
hands on approach to teaching, gets the students out in
the environment, instead of just classroom studies. They
are able to witness first-hand the destruction phragmites
and other aquatic invaders do to our natural wetlands.
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