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What is Victim
Offender Mediation?

Victim Olfender Mediation is 2 face-to-face
mct:ting, in the prosence of a trained
volunteer mediator, between the victim of a
crime and the person who committed the
crime, In the meeting, the victim and
oftender alk to cach other about what
happened and how it has affected them.

They may also choose to create a mutually
agrecable plan o repair  the harm  that
ovcurred as a result of the crime, Fhis agree.
ment will then become part of the offender’s

juvenile diversion or case ])]an.

Victim Offender Mediation s voluntary,
mnﬂning neither the victim or olfender are
required to attend, However, the majorily
of prople who participate are glad they did.

You can begin the  Victim  Offender
Mediation  process by contacting  the
individuals listed on this brochure. Once this
process beging, both the victim and offender
will talle with the mediator separately and
they will assist in preparing cach of them for
the meeting, Once the mediator senses both
parties are ready to mect, a neutral location
will be arranged lor the mecting.

_"”WhyWOulH I want to Participate in
Victim Offender Mediation?

Many pcc:p]c. choose 1o participate  in victim
ollender mediation because it offers unique benelits,

Bencelis for the Victim

Have the chance to explain bow the crime
impacted your lile and OXPIUSK VOUr l'l'mught;:,‘

and [‘ccl.ing:-; about the incident,

«  Gor answers to your cuestions about  the
mcident that t.)nly the offender can [:rt_widc.n

= Allow the offender to see you as a real person.

*  Be directly involved in creating an apreement.
Benefits for the Ofender

»  Take responsibility for your actions.

» [ave the nppcyrtunity Lo repair any harm you
caused by your actions,

* Help create YOUr (7WD agreerent,
Benefits for Communitics

Studies show  that youth participating in victim
offender mediation are less likely o reoffend, keep-

ing our cormmunitics safer for everyone.

For more information, please

contact:

JoAnna Svoboda, Victim Advocate
Lincoln Police Department
Vigtim/Witness Unit

Phone: (402) 441-7181

Kren Shellhase, Vietim Specialist
CEDARS Juvenile Diversion
Phone: (402) 437-8873

mara Hovle

Juvenile Offender & Victim
Mediation Coordinator
Lancaster Counly

Phone: (402) 441-8495




