








 
JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
November 4, 2014 
 
Attendees:  Deb Schorr, County Board , Kerry Eagan, County Board; Doug Emery, City 
Council; Leirion Gaylor Baird, City Council; Jon Carlson, Mayor’s Office; CJ Johnson, Region 
V; Olga Kanne, Urban Development; Kit Boesch, Human Services; Robin McDannel, United 
Way; Brian Wachman, United Way; and Jenni Ryan, Human Services 
 
Excused and Absent: Rick Hoppe, Mayor’s Office; and Jane Raybould, County Board  
 
Leirion called the meeting to order.  Minutes were passed as written. 
 
Activities Report – Kit Boesch: 
Kit pointed out a few items on her Activities Report for October:  

 #1 references Homeless Connect. 146 registered as homeless; 119 as near homeless; and 
28 as Veterans. The first Youth Homeless Connect took place on 11/3 at The Bay. 

 #4 references the Super Soccer Tournament.  There were over 60 kids who participated 
and the stands were filled with parents.  Ameritas provided t-shirts. 

 #5 references NATF’s new website.  It was designed to be a helpful resource to New 
Americans. http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/natf/  

  #9 references the Nebraska Community Aid & Juvenile Justice Conference planned by 
Sara Hoyle, Jenni Ryan, & committee.  There were numerous national speakers and over 
370 people in attendance.  Both Deb Schorr and Jane Raybould welcomed participants. 

 #10 references the Early Assessment Specialist’s report.  Average age of youth is 14. 
 #12 references Kit’s retirement.  She retires Dec 22nd, less than 48 days from now.   

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Keno Round 39 – Kit Boesch: 
Last year (Round 38) we did 2-Year Keno grants for the first time.  Therefore, most of this year’s 
funding (Round 39) has already been committed, contingent on successful review of how Year 1 
funding was used and the availability of funds in Year 2.  This year (Round 39) we have 
$153,000 available to allocate; $147,893 of which is committed as Year 2 funds for last year’s 
Keno recipients.  That would leave us with only $5,107 left to allocate as an open grant cycle.   
Year 1 also included $87,000 of interest earned on the $1 Million.  We do not have this again for 
Year 2.   
 
Therefore it is Kit’s recommendation that there is no new funding cycle this year.  Only Year 1 
Reports will be reviewed to secure Year 2 funding.  Discussion followed.  All agreed.  In 2015, 
the JBC & Keno Advisory Board can re-examine the pros and cons of 2-year funding. 
 
Sudanese Communities receive 501c3 designations – Kit Boesch: 
There are two separate Sudanese groups in Lincoln which have now received 501c3 
designations; the Sudanese American Community (SAC) and the Sudanese Socio Soccer 
Association (SSSA).  The SAC is unwilling to collaborate with the other group and is made up of 
those who held a higher socio-economic status in Sudan.  They have been working with the 
Mayor and can be very demanding.  The SSSA is more relaxed with a focus on youth and adult 
programming.  We should expect to start seeing these two groups applying for City/County 



 
funding.  Currently, Salvation Army has received funding for Sudanese programs and they have 
done a wonderful job implementing them.  
 
HS Administrator Job Description – Deb Schorr: 
Deb shared the Job Description that is in the process of being approved for the position of 
Human Services Administrator (see attached).  The intention is to broaden the scope of this 
position to include oversight of both General Assistance and Veteran’s Services along with a 
more direct partnership with Aging Services.  The Director of GA and Veteran’s services will be 
retiring at the end of next year so this may be a good time to implement this reorganization.  The 
offices would still be located in a variety of locations and Juvenile Justice would still function 
fairly independently under Sara Hoyle’s position as it does now.  The announcement should go 
out next week.  They hope to have interviews done the week of Thanksgiving or the 1st week of 
December. The person hired would then have 1 or 2 weeks transition time to work with Kit. 
 
REPORTS:    
 
United Way, Robin McDannel/Brian Wachman: The campaign is going well; there is some 
concern that Allied Insurance is downsizing over the next few years.  Public schools are up 12% 
this year.  The new grant cycle is coming up for FY 2015-2017.  Letters of Intent for new 
programs will be due the end of November.  Applications are due mid-Jan to mid-Feb; then 
citizen review teams will meet. 
 
Robin, Kit & Jeff Chambers (CCFL) met to discuss what to do with funds set aside for Food 
Security Data Tracking.  There are $10,000 from JBC & $10,000 from UW they would like to 
use towards homelessness assistance.  The plan is to give out mini-assistive grants of up to $300 
per family in need, in an effort to keep them out of transitional housing.  These grants would be 
managed by the Rent & Utilities Task Force and monitored using a module of Service Point 
called Fund Manager.  We estimate the ability to work with 60-65 families. 
 
Region V, CJ Johnson: They are preparing for the upcoming legislative session. The Department 
has essentially been on shut down this past year in terms of initiating anything new in 
anticipation of a new Governor.  They didn’t want to leave a committed burden on a new 
Governor.  The Region will be working on getting back the $5M dollars that was taken out.  
They will be looking at legislation on child systems, sex offender-community based legislation, 
and providers looking for rate methodology legislation.  Region V questions why the Region 
(public funds) would be paying for things that should be covered by Medicaid?  There are also 
questions of rate increases, etc. 
 
Urban Development, Olga Kanne: Shared two events that are coming up; Cultural Center 
Coalition 2nd Annual Luncheon on Nov 12th from11-1 at El Centro; and a Latino Mixed Media 
Art Exhibit on Nov 7th from6-9pm at The Isles. 
 
Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, Jon Carlson: Jon shared about the recent issues they’ve 
encountered with properties that have been red tagged and emergency relocations of tenants in 
response.  There is currently no real system in place for those tenants as far as support for what 
they should do next after their homes are red-tagged and they have to find somewhere else to go.  
Landlord/Tenant Laws put the burden on the tenant to press charges against landlords.  Chances 
are if a building is red-tagged due to a landlord not keeping up with bills or maintenance then 
they won’t be able to pay any court judgments either. Also, oftentimes the tenants in these 
situations are low income and unable to pay the cost of pressing charges.  The suggestion was 



 
made that perhaps a Housing Navigator role needs to be created for this type of housing issue, 
similar to what we have for Healthcare. 
 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 9th; 1:30-3:00pm; Human Services Room 107 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Jenni Ryan 
Lancaster County Human Services 
 


