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MEETING NOTICE
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011

9:00 ‐ 12:00 NOON
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER

2201 S. 17TH STREET
LINCOLN NE

TOUR OF FACILITIES

 The Community Mental Health Center Planning Committee will tour the
Community Mental Health Center at 2201. S. 17th Street, starting at 9:00 a.m. 
Upon completion of this tour the Planning Committee will tour the Midtown
Center at 2966 ‘O’ Street.
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MINUTES
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER (CMHC) PLANNING COMMITTEE

MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER (CMHC) BUILDING

2201 SOUTH 17TH STREET
9:00 A.M.

Present: Dean Settle, Community Mental Health Center (CMHC) Director; Travis Parker,
CMHC Deputy Director; Pat Talbott, Mental Health Association (MHA); C. J. Johnson,
Administrator, Region V Systems; Deb Shoemaker, Executive Director, People’s Health
Center (PHC); Lori Seibel, President/Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Community Health
Endowment (CHE); and Kerry Eagan, County Chief Administrative Officer (ex-officio)

Absent: Joan Anderson, Executive Director, Lancaster County Medical Society (LCMS);
and Kit Boesch, Human Services Administrator (ex-officio)

Also Present: Judi Tannahill, Administrative Services Officer for CMHC; Dr. Joseph
Swoboda, Psychologist; Wendy Andorf, Program Manager for Community Support
Services; Sandy Pavelka, Program Coordinator for Community Support Services;
Marylyde Kornfeld, Program Manager for Midtown Center; and Ann Taylor, County
Clerk’s Office 

Eagan called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

1 TOUR OF FACILITIES

The Committee met in a conference room in the Community Mental Health Center
(CMHC).  Staff discussed programs and services at CMHC (Exhibits A & B):

• Crisis Intervention
• Homeless and Special Needs
• Medical Services
• Day Treatment/Partial Hospitalization
• Outpatient Treatment
• Community Support
• Crisis Center

Staff expressed concerns that splitting the services provided by CMHC would impact 
coordination of care.  An increase in recidivism and rehospitalization was also predicted.
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A handout explaining the difference between psychiatric rehabilitation and “treatment
as usual” and providing a comparison of historical paradigms for assessing and treating
severe and disabling mental illness was also disseminated (Exhibit C).

Other programs and collaborations discussed were:

• Harvest Program - A program designed specifically to work with
individuals who are over the age of 55 and suffer the combined effects
of advanced age, impaired health, mental illness and/or substance
abuse.

• Midtown Center - A day rehabilitation program.
• Partners in Empowerment and Recovery (PIER) - An intensive

community-based program, based on the national Assertive
Community Treatment (ACT) model, that works with severe and
persistent mentally ill consumers.  CMHC, CenterPointe, Inc. and
Lutheran Family Services collaborate on the program.

• The Heather - A community transition program. 
• A Work Adjustment Rehabilitation Evaluation (AWARE) - A program

where consumers can readjust and accomplish increasingly difficult
work tasks in progressively stressful environmental settings. The
program bridges a gap between structured management components
to unstructured community placement. Services include assessment
and evaluation, skill development/work adjustment, information and
referral, advocacy and post-employment consultation.

• Recovery After Initial Schizophrenia Episode Early Treatment Project
(RAISE ETP) - CMHC and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL)
Psychology Department are participating in a treatment study for
individuals diagnosed by schizophrenia.

• Open Door Initiative - A collaboration with CenterPointe, St. Monica’s,
Voices of Hope and Friendship Home on services that meet the
complex needs of women who experience domestic violence, mental
health concerns, and substance abuse issues.

• A program with UNL in which students perform neurocognitive
evaluations.  UNL provides the funding.  

Sandy Pavelka, Program Coordinator for Community Support Services, extended an
invitation for Committee members to accompany a community support staff worker on
the job to learn what they do.  Committee members were also invited to attend a
Community Living Services (CLS) meeting.

A tour of the facility was conducted and Committee members met briefly with Dr. Sanat
Roy, Medical Director; Scott Etherton, Program Manager, Crisis Center; and Diane Ness-
Kirchhoff, Program Manager, Partial Hospitalization and 24-Hour Emergency Service. 

Committee members then toured the Midtown Center, 2966 “O” Street, and received
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information regarding its mission, rehabilitation plan and classes/groups (Exhibit D).

Following the tour of Midtown Center, several members of the Committee toured The
Heather Program at 20th & Q Streets.  Joan Anderson joined them for the tour.  The
tours concluded at 3:00 p.m.

Submitted by Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office.

 




























