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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 
TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2016 

 9:00 A.M.  
 

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on 
May 27, 2016. 
 
Commissioners present:  Roma Amundson, Chair; Todd Wiltgen, Vice-Chair; Bill Avery, Larry Hudkins 
and Deb Schorr  
 
Others present:  Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer; David Derbin, Deputy County Attorney; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; Cori Beattie, 
Deputy County Clerk; and Kelly Lundgren, County Clerk’s Office 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., the pledge of allegiance was recited and the 
location of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was announced. 

 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held  

    on Tuesday, May 24, 2016. 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the minutes.  Avery, Hudkins, Schorr, 
Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 
2)  CLAIMS:  Approval of all claims process through May 31, 2016. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Schorr seconded approval of the claims.  Hudkins, Schorr, Wiltgen, 
Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
EMERGENCY ITEM: 
 
MOTION:  Wiltgen moved and Hudkins seconded to amend the agenda to add an emergency item 
regarding the status of Bridge J-126.  Avery, Schorr, Hudkins, Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  
Motion carried 5-0.   
 
3)  SPECIAL PRESENTATION:   
 
  A.  Region V Annual Report – Dave Merrill, Region V Services and C. J. Johnson,  
    Region V Systems. 
 
C.J. Johnson, Regional Administrator, Region V Systems, presented the Lancaster County Annual 
Report.  (Exhibit A)  Johnson said Region V Systems is responsible for providing mental health 
services to individuals who are under insured or uninsured.  He stated they provide emergency 
service throughout Southeast Nebraska.  Johnson added rental assistance is also provided which 
allows those individuals to establish a positive rental history.   
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Johnson provided an overview of the emergency protective custody hold procedure, the Professional 
Partner Program and funding contributions.   
 
Johnson said state statutes requires counties to match state general fund money.  Due to changes in 
state funding there has been a substantial increase to county contributions.  Johnson said a portion 
of the funds are being used to enhance the emergency system.  He said Mary Lanning Hospital in 
Hastings, Nebraska is now being utilized for inpatient admissions which has resulted in a drastic 
reduction in the average number of inpatient stay days compared to the Lincoln Regional Center. 
 
Wiltgen inquired if there are any plans with community providers for emergency services.  Johnson 
said Region V Systems continues to look at other options such as Omaha and Fremont.  He noted 
that the Division of Behavioral Health has had conversations with Bryan Health. 
 
In response to Wiltgen’s question regarding how the County match is determined, Johnson said the 
state legislature requires counties to match state general funding based on a 1 to 3 match.  
 
Schorr asked what other programs beside the crisis component will be impacted by the additional 
funds.  Johnson stated medication management and halfway house rates have increased.  He said 
funds will be shifted to those areas so as to not lose any service capacity.   
 
Hudkins commented on the youth survey section of the report and noted the increase in marijuana 
usage in 8th, 10th and 12th grade students.  Johnson said with many states legalizing marijuana, the 
attitude towards it has dramatically changed.   
 
Dave Merrill, Executive Director Region V Services (RVS), presented the Board with the RVS 2015 
Annual Report. (Exhibit B)  Merrill explained that RVS provides direct support for those that 
experience developmental disabilities.  
 
Merrill said the number of individuals with developmental disabilities employed is at an all-time high.  
He stated the success of a new program in Bellevue has prompted discussion on adding one in 
Northwest Omaha.  This year Beatrice will break off into their own program and a new training center 
in Lincoln will open around Christmas.   
 
Merrill said funding is based on the number of people supported and the services provided.  He 
stated the majority of the funding is federal and there is no required statutory match for 
developmental disabilities.  Merrill noted that Lancaster County is the only county in the state that 
does not provide funding for developmental disabilities.   
 
Wiltgen asked Merrill to provide an explanation on offering services in Region VI.  Merrill said that the 
regions are not bound by the same geography that makes up the 16 counties.  He stated Region V 
has been asked to come to different communities within Region VI.  Merrill said it spreads the fixed 
cost over more people and benefits Lancaster County.   
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4)  OLD BUSINESS:  
 
  A.  Amended recommendation from the Purchasing Agent and County Engineer  
    to award and execute a purchase order for two (2) 1-ton, full size 4-wheel  
    drive crew cab truck pickups with two (2) utility bodies to Husker Auto    
    Group, LLC (previous award recommendation was to Gene Steffy Chrysler   
    Jeep Dodge and LCL Truck Equipment, Inc). The amount of the order is    
    $81,199.54.  (B-16-118) 
 
Sharon Mulder, Assistant Purchasing Agent, said after last week’s meeting  the vendor was contacted 
to verify the bid.  She stated Gene Steffy Chrysler Jeep Dodge had a contingency if the order was 
placed after May 20, 2016 there would be a 3% increase making the price greater than the original 
award recommendation.   Following a recalculation, it was determined that Husker Auto provided the 
lowest bid.   
 
Pam Dingman, County Engineer, noted the increased cost was due to holding the item for one week.   
Hudkins said the deadline of May 20th was prior to last week’s meeting date of May 24th making the 
original bid null and void anyway.  Avery stated that the Board was not provided with that 
information at the May 24th meeting.   
 
MOTION:  Hudkins moved and Wiltgen seconded approval of the recommendation.  Wiltgen, 
Avery, Hudkins, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
EMERGENCY ITEM: 
 
Dingman said Bridge J-126 located on 112th Street, a quarter mile south of Holdrege Street, is a 
scour critical bridge.  She noted a rather high car count of 306 cars per day. Dingman stated that due 
to recent rains and flooding there has been bank erosion and channel change.  She said because of 
its instability and for public safety she recommends closing the bridge.  Dingman said the cost-benefit 
ratio will determine if this will be a temporary or permanent closure. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Wiltgen seconded to close Bridge J-126.  Hudkins, Wiltgen, Schorr, 
Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
5)  NEW BUSINESS:  
 
  A.  Special designated license application for Seward Grocery, LLC d/b/a Pac N’  
    Save for an event to be held on June 24, 2016 at Prairie Creek Inn, 2400   
    South 148th Street, Walton, Nebraska. 
 
Tim Folkerts, representing Pac N’ Save, said the application is for a reception to be held at Prairie 
Creek Inn.  He stated Pac N’ Save has served at two events at this facility in the past two weeks and 
have had no issues.  NOTE:  Pac N’ Save submitted an amended map to include an outdoor tent area 
prior to the meeting.  
 
MOTION:  Hudkins moved and Schorr seconded approval of the special designated license.  
Wiltgen, Schorr, Hudkins, Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.  
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  B.  Appointment of Brad Johnson as the Lancaster County Corrections Interim  
    Director at an annual salary of $94,000, effective May 31, 2016.   
 
Brad Johnson, Lancaster County Corrections, expressed his appreciation to the Board for the 
opportunity.  He said he has been an employee of County Corrections since 1992 and has served in 
many different capacities during his time with the County.   
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the appointment.  Schorr, Hudkins, 
Avery, Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
  C.  Reappointment of William “Bill” Bowman to the Lancaster County Veterans  
    Service Committee for a five-year term commencing July 1, 2016 and ending  
    June 30, 2021. 
 
Rick Ringlein, County Veterans Service Officer, said the Vietnam Veterans of America recommended 
that Bowman be reappointed to the committee. 
 
Amundson, on behalf a grateful nation and the County Board, extended appreciation to Mr. Bowman  
for his service.   
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Avery seconded approval of the reappointment.  Hudkins, Avery, 
Wiltgen, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
  D.  Resolution in the matter of extending the deadline for hearing protests    
    regarding real property in Lancaster County from July 25, 2016 to August 10, 
    2016.  (R-16-0028) 
 
Tom Kubert, Great Plains Appraisal, said the purpose to extend the deadline is to provide more time 
for hearing and reviewing real property protests.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Wiltgen seconded approval of the resolution.  Avery, Wiltgen, 
Schorr, Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
  E.  Adoption of 2016 Lancaster County Board of Equalization Policies and    
    Procedures for property valuation protests. 
 
Kubert stated the policies and procedures are similar to those used in the past.  He noted there have 
been slight modifications to clarify specific statutes.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Schorr seconded approval of the policies and procedures.  Wiltgen, 
Hudkins, Avery, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  F.  Resolution in the matter of authorizing use of the County Visitors     
    Improvement Fund for visitor promotion covering the period of January 2016 
    through April 2016 in the amount of $180,000.  (R-16-0030) 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Wiltgen seconded approval of the resolution.  Avery, Schorr, 
Hudkins, Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.     
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  G.  Contract between FDI Consulting, Inc., and Lancaster County, on behalf of  
    the Southeast Region, for the Southeast Region Emergency Management -  
    Debris Management Plan (Bid No. 16-091).  Cost of the contract is $28,000.   
    (C-16-0235) 
 
MOTION: Avery moved and Schorr seconded approval of the contract.  Hudkins, Wiltgen, Schorr, 
Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  H.  Contract between Trevor and Torri Lienemann and Lancaster County for the  
    temporary improvement of Pella Road, a minimum maintenance road, in   
    conjunction with the Cattlemen’s Ball on June 4, 2016.  (C-16-0252)   
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the contract.  Schorr, Avery, Wiltgen, 
Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  I.  Acceptance of proposal from Fesiburg Holt and Ullevig (FHU) by the County  
    Engineer to prepare wetland reports and permitting materials in support of  
    seven County erosion control projects.  Cost to the County is $19,600.  
    (C-16-0253)   
 
Dingman noted seven locations whereby an Army Corps of Engineers permit for erosion control 
around bridges is needed.  She said the County Engineer’s Office does not have a certified wetlands 
or waterway expert, thus, the County needs to contract for this service.   
 

MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Avery seconded approval of the proposal.  Avery, Hudkins, Schorr, 
Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
  
  J.  Utility Permit No. 1424 allowing Windstream Communications to install new  
    fiber optics in the area of Firth Road (Village of Firth – South 120th Street )  
    and South 96th Street (Firth Road – Gage Road).  There is no cost to the   
    County. (C-16-0254) 
 
Jim Shotkoski, County Engineer’s Office, provided an overview of the areas included in the utility 
permits.  (Items 5J – 5M) 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Avery seconded approval of the utility permit.  Hudkins, Schorr, 
Wiltgen, Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  K.  Utility Permit No. 1425 allowing Windstream Communications to install new  
    fiber optics  in the area of North 40th Street (Davey Road – Mill Road) and   
    Raymond Road (North 40th Street – North 27th Street).  There is no cost to   
    the County. (C-16-0255)  
 
MOTION:  Hudkins moved approval of the utility permit.  Schorr, Wiltgen, Avery, Hudkins and 
Amundson voted aye.   
 
NOTE:  Following a review of the audio recording, it was determined that there was not a second to 
the motion.  Therefore, the item will be rescheduled on the June 7, 2016 Board of Commissioners 
agenda.   
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  L.   Utility Permit No. 1426 allowing Windstream Communications to install new  
    fiber optics in the area of Davey Road (North 14th Street – North 1st Street),  
    Branched Oak (North 14th Street – North 1st Street) and North 14th Street   
    (Rock Creek Road – Branched Oak Road).  There is no cost to the County.   
    (C-16-0256)   
 
MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Avery seconded approval of the utility permit.  Wiltgen, Avery, 
Hudkins, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
  M.  Utility Permit No. 1427 allowing Windstream Communications to install new  
    fiber optics in the area of A Street (Southwest 84th Street – Southwest 112th  
    Street).  There is no cost to the County.  (C-16-0257) 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the utility permit.  Avery, Hudkins, 
Schorr, Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  N.  Agreement with the Department of the Treasury - Internal Revenue Service  
    to assess and collect additional tax in the amount of $11,418.32.  
     (C-16-0258)  
 
 MOTION: Schorr moved and Avery seconded approval of the agreement.  Hudkins, Schorr, Avery 
and Amundson voted aye.  Wiltgen abstained.  Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention.   
  
  O.  Contract between Cleveland J. Furby, M.A., L.A.D.C., P.L.M.H.P and Lancaster  
    County, on behalf of the Lancaster County Mental Health Crisis Center, for   
    certified alcohol and drug abuse counselor services.  The services will be   
    provided at the rate of $29 per hour for up to 20 hours per week.  Term of   
    the contract is June 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  (C-16-0259) 
 
Scott Etherton, Crisis Center Director, said the contracted mental health provider performs 
evaluations.  
 
MOTION: Avery moved and Schorr seconded approval of the contract.  Schorr, Wiltgen, Avery, 
Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
  P.  Contract between Midwest Medical Transport Company and Lancaster County 
    to provide medical transportation services for the Lancaster County Mental  
    Health Crisis Center.  Term of the contract is four (4) years from the date of  
    execution.  Cost to the County is not to exceed $8,000.  (C-16-0249) 
 
Etherton told the Board the contract will provide transportation from the Crisis Center to the hospital.   
 
Avery inquired if the amount was per year or the entire term of the contract.  Dave Derbin, Deputy 
County Attorney, stated $8,000 is for the term of the contract.   
 
MOTION: Avery moved and Wiltgen seconded approval of the contract.  Wiltgen, Avery, Hudkins, 
Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
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  Q.  Amendment to County Contract C-14-0247 with New Heights Tree Service for 
    tree trimming and removal services (Bid No. 14-009).  The amendment    
    renews the contract from May 20, 2016 through May 19, 2017.  The     
    estimated cost to the County is not to exceed $10,000.  (C-16-0251) 
 
MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Schorr seconded approval of the amendment.  Wiltgen, Schorr, 
Hudkins, Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  R.  Amendment to County Contract C-15-0520 with Vigilnet America, LLC for   
    electronic monitoring equipment and services (Johnson County, Kansas RFP  
    2014-118).  The amendment renews the contract from April 1, 2016 through  
    March 31, 2017.  The estimated cost to the County is not to exceed $8,000.   
    (C-16-0250) 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the amendment.  Schorr, Hudkins, 
Avery, Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
  S.   Amend Jennifer Hiatt’s term to the Lancaster County Board of Zoning Appeals 
    to a five-year term ending April 30, 2021. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Wiltgen seconded approval of the amended term.  Hudkins, Avery, 
Wiltgen, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
6)  CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted    
  without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and      
  consideration by a Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.     
  Unless there is an exception, these items will be approved as one with a single vote of    
  the Board of Commissioners.  These items are approval of: 
 
  A.  Right-of-way contracts between Lancaster County and the following:  
 
    1. Gary and Kathy Shunkwiler, Southwest 72nd and West Hallam Road, in the 
     amount of $145.  (C-16-0260)  
    2. Retzlaff Residuary Trust, South 134th Street and Van Dorn, in the amount  
     of $1,513.  (C-16-0261)  
    3. Phyllis Johnson, Northwest 126th Street and West Mill Road, in the    
     amount of $1,141.60.  (C-16-0262) 
    4. Bryce and Barbara Bentzinger, South 25th Street and Pella Road, in the   
     amount of $1,951.60.  (C-16-0263) 
 
  B.  Setting of a public hearing on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 9:00 a.m., in Room  
    112 of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) regarding a Class 
    C liquor license application from Bluestem Tree Farm, 5895 West Sprague   
    Road, Crete, Nebraska.   
 
MOTION: Avery moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the consent items.  Avery, Wiltgen, 
Schorr, Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
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7)  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business  
  not on the agenda may do so at this time.  
 
No one appeared for public comment.  
 
8)  ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 
  A.  The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold departmental budget 
    meetings Tuesday, May 31, 2016 at 1:30 p.m., in the Bill Luxford Studio   
    (Room 113) of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln).   
  
  B.  The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will not hold a staff meeting  
    on Thursday, June 2, 2016 due to their attendance at a Nebraska Association  
    of  County Officials (NACO) workshop in Kearney.   
 
  C.  The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular   
    meeting on Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 9:00 a.m., in Room 112 of the County- 
    City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) with the Board of Equalization   
    immediately following. 
 
  D.  The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or      
         commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 
 

E.   The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It  
  is rebroadcast on Tuesdays (1:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.), Wednesdays (12:00  
  a.m.-midnight) and Saturdays (3:30 p.m.) on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In  
  addition, the meeting may be viewed on the internet at lancaster.ne.gov   
  under 5 City-TV, Video on Demand or 5 City-TV on YouTube. 
 

9)  ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Wiltgen seconded to adjourn the Lancaster County Board of 
Commissioners meeting at 10:12 a.m.  Wiltgen, Hudkins, Avery, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  
Motion carried 5-0.    
 
 
 
      
_______________________   
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 
TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2016 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
 

Advance public notice of the Board of Equalization meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on May 27, 
2016. 
 
Commissioners present:  Roma Amundson, Chair; Todd Wiltgen Vice-Chair; Bill Avery, Larry Hudkins 
and Deb Schorr 
 
Others present:  Scott Gaines, County Assessor/Register of Deeds Office; Kerry Eagan, Chief 
Administrative Officer; Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer; David Derbin, Deputy 
County Attorney; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; and Kelly Lundgren, County Clerk’s Office 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m., and the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was announced. 
 
1) MINUTES:  Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016.   
 
MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the minutes.  Avery, Hudkins, Schorr, 
Wiltgen and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS TO THE TAX ASSESSMENT ROLLS:  (See attached 
 additions and deductions.) 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Hudkins, Schorr, Wiltgen, Avery and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.         
 
3) PUBLIC HEARING:  

 
A.  Motor Vehicle Tax Exemption Applications 
 
  Tabitha, Inc.  

 
The Chair opened the public hearing.   
 
No one appeared to testify in support, opposition or in a neutral position. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing.  
  
MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Schorr seconded approval of the motor vehicle applications.  
Schorr, Wiltgen, Avery, Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.    
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4) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County Board of Equalization 
business not on the agenda may do so at this time.  
 
No one appeared for public comment. 
 
5) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Wiltgen seconded to adjourn the Lancaster County Board of 
Equalization meeting at 10:14 a.m.  Wiltgen, Avery, Hudkins, Schorr and Amundson voted aye.  
Motion carried 5-0.    
 
 
 
             
________________________    
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 






































































































































