
STAFF MEETING MINUTES  
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2015
8:30 A.M.

Commissioners Present: Deb Schorr
Bill Avery
Todd Wiltgen

Commissioners Absent: Roma Amundson, Chair
Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair

Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer
Dan Nolte, County Clerk
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the
County-City Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and
provided to the media on April 29, 2015.

Commissioner Schorr noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the
meeting at 8:33 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 23, 2015 STAFF MEETING MINUTES

MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Avery seconded approval of the April 23, 2015 Staff
Meeting minutes.  Avery and Wiltgen voted aye.  Schorr abstained from
voting.  Amundson and Hudkins were absent from voting.  Motion carried
2-0, with one abstention.

 2 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

None were stated.
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 3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Joe Kohout, and Jonathan Bradford,
Kissel/E&S Associates (Legislative Consultants)

Joe Kohout, Kissel/E&S Associates, presented a legislative update and legislative bills
of interest report (Exhibits A and B), noting the following:

• It is likely that Legislative Bill (LB) LB 610 (Change motor fuel excise
taxes) will be read on Final Reading next week.

Kissel suggested Commissioner Avery visit with members of the Lancaster County
delegation and reinforce the importance of the tax to the County.

• The Appropriations Committee package included a $2,500,000 re-
appropriation in behavioral health dollars.  Kohout said $3,000,000
was placed in a contingency fund at Health and Human Services
(HHS) to pay a federal maintenance of effort penalty and $500,000
was put into a one-time use fund at the Division of Behavioral Health
to be drawn on by the Regions.

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, said she will inform Dr. Mary Paine,
Counseling Affiliates of Nebraska, which provides sex offender treatment in Lancaster
County, that she will need to become a Region V provider to be able to access those
funds.  

• Senators Krist and Mello have agreed to an amendment to LB 605
(Change classification of penalties, punishments, probation and parole
provisions, and provisions relating to criminal records and restitution
and provide for a special legislative committee) that would stipulate
that if the maximum penalty would place an individual in a state
facility then that is were they will be placed.  They have also agreed
to increase the fund from $250,000 to $500,000 with eligibility in Year
One.  There are also changes to penalties.  Kohout said Senator Krist
has given assurances that there will be sufficient time to review all
the changes before the bill comes up on Select File.   

Sheli Schindler, Youth Services Center (YSC) Director, appeared and asked whether
there is a line item in the budget bill for Probation allocating a certain amount of
dollars for secure detention and if so, the amount.  She said she is concerned that
once the funds are spent the County won’t receive reimbursement.  

Schindler also encouraged County involvement if the Legislature has an interim study
related to synthetic marijuana.
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 4 VETERANS SERVICES COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT - Gary Chalupa,
Veterans Service Officer/General Assistance Director

Gary Chalupa, Veterans Service Officer/General Assistance Director, said Jim Cada’s
five-year term on the Lancaster County Veterans Service Committee will expire on
June 30, 2015.  He said Cada has served for 20 years on the Committee and has
reapplied, adding Cada is the only applicant.  Chalupa said the vacancy was advertised
throughout the Lancaster County veteran community and said he solicited applications
from the various State-recognized veterans organizations.

There was consensus to authorize Chalupa to proceed with bonding for Cada and
scheduling of the appointment on a County Board of Commissioners Meeting agenda.

 5 ABBOTT MOTOCROSS PARK REPORT - Dennis Meyer, Budget and
Fiscal Officer

NOTE: The County and Lower Platte South Natural Resources District (NRD) were co-
applicants for the Recreational Trails Program Grant that funded construction of the
motocross track.  Under terms of their contract with the Nebraska Game and Parks
Department for the project, they must operate and maintain the track for not less than
20 years following completion of the project (see County Contract No. C-08-0531).

Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer, gave an overview of a financial statement for
the Abbott Motocross Park (see agenda packet).  He noted a net loss of $29,446 for
calendar year 2014, comparing that figure to net losses of approximately $80,000 and
$90,000 in 2011 and 2012.  Meyer said he believes it will be tough every year for the
track to make money.  He said revenues have increased and the track is attracting
more races.  Meyer also pointed out the County will have significant exposure if the
track failed.   

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, noted Abbott’s Visitors Improvement Fund
grant request and said consideration could be given to funding improvements that
would help attract the larger races.  Meyer said water, irrigation and restroom facilities
are some of the larger capital items.  

There was consensus to schedule a tour of the facility.

 6 ACTION ITEMS

There were no action items.
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 7 CONSENT ITEMS

There were no consent items.

 8 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

A. Employee Recognition Breakfast (Tuesday, May 19, 2015)

Informational only.

B. Food Bank Drive Public Sector Kick-off Breakfast (June 24, 2015)

It was suggested the Chair represent the Board at the event.

C. May Management Team Meeting Agenda (May 14, 2015)

There was consensus to cancel the meeting.

D. Legislative Retreat Date (August 6, 13, or 27, 2015) and Location

Schorr suggested the retreat be held at the Raymond Fire Hall in Raymond, Nebraska. 
There was consensus to talk to the lobbyists about a date that might work best for
state senators at the next Staff Meeting.

 9 PENDING

There were no pending items.

10 DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS

A. Mobilizing for Action through Planning & Partnerships (MAPP) - Avery

Avery said the MAPP group will be involved assessing the status of local health
information, setting priorities and developing strategies to address local public health
issues.  He said most of the meeting focused on drafting a vision statement. 

B. Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) Monthly Meeting -
Wiltgen

Wiltgen said they discussed: 1) How criminal justice reforms will impact property
taxes; 2) Concerns regarding design of a Railroad Transportation Safety District
(RTSD) project at 33rd and Cornhusker Highway; and 3) County-owned properties. 
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There was consensus to schedule discussion of the County Property Master Plan with
Don Killeen, County Property Manager.

C. Meeting with Planning Department - Hudkins 

No report.

11 EMERGENCY ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS

David Cary, Acting Planning Director, Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department,
appeared and said Sara Hartzell, Planner II, who was dedicated to County planning
issues, has taken a job with the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department.  He said he
is in the process of hiring her replacement, adding there has been interest in the
position from qualified, experienced individuals already on staff. 

Schorr noted Hartzell was key in the “My Town, Lancaster County”, a three-day rural
design workshop that brought together many of the small communities in Lancaster
County to share information and ideas, plan for future projects, and activities and
analyze strengths, opportunities, aspirations and results and said she hopes the
relationships built through that effort will continue to build.  Cary said he was involved
in that initiative as well and intends to follow through. 

It was noted Hartzell had also been working on the wind energy project.  Cary said
Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager, Planning Department, had served as
lead on that project.  He said Hartzell had been scheduled to take over that role but
said Henrichsen has agreed to finish the work on that project.

12 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Avery seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 a.m. 
Wiltgen, Avery and Schorr voted aye.  Amundson and Hudkins were
absent from voting.  Motion carried 3-0.

_________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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