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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
10:30 A.M. 

 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on 
February 22, 2013. 
 
 Commissioners present: Larry Hudkins, Chair  
      Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 

  Deb Schorr 
 

 Commissioners absent:  Jane Raybould 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 10:30 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013. 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the minutes.  Amundson, Smoyer 
and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr abstained.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
2) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, March 5, 2013. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded approval of the claims.  Amundson, Smoyer, 
Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Amendment of the Lancaster County General Assistance Guidelines. 

 
The Chair opened the public hearing. 
 
Gary Chalupa, General Assistance Director, was administered the oath.  He distributed the revised 
guidelines (Exhibit A).  He explained that a special sub-committee was formed from the General 
Assistance Monitoring Committee to come up with the guideline revisions, which were then reviewed 
by the whole Monitoring Committee. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED: 
 
Chalupa highlighted some of the revisions. 
 Leased vehicles were included in the equity value of the applicant’s resources (2:103). 
 An applicant’s work search now requires five employer contacts per week instead of three 

(2:108). 
 If clients do not comply with their case plan and become ineligible for General Assistance, they 

must wait 90 days to reapply instead of being able to reapply the next day (2:300).  
 Ongoing cases must be recertified at least every six months (2:503). 
 Cremation and burial updates include authorization for cremation, a flat rate of $800 per 

cremation and elimination of certain services (Chapter 4).   
 The income standard changed from a 70% guideline to 50% for all regardless of family size 

(Appendix A). 
 The State and/or Federal Health Care Exchange, as well as Medicaid, was included under potential 

income in preparation for possible legislative changes (2:106).   
 
Chalupa recognized the members of the General Assistance Committee who worked on the guideline 
revisions.   
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded to direct the County Attorney’s Office to prepare 
a resolution authorizing the revised guidelines.  Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  
Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

B. Amusement license application from Dan Warren to hold an event on April 5 and 
April 6, 2013, at 2601 Saltillo Road.  (See 5A for correlating item.) 

 
The Chair opened the public hearing. 
 
Dan Warren was administered the oath.  He said the goal is to have a bike-based event, posting no 
parking signs on Saltillo Road and using the two trailheads adjacent to the property.  He agreed to 
observe the proper setback, keeping the event on the agricultural side of the property.  Warren noted 
he has managed several beer gardens and planned to use private staff to help with security.  Events 
would run from around 5:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. on Friday and around 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. on 
Saturday.  He estimated around 200 people attending but thought that could be a little high. 
 
Terry Wagner, County Sheriff, was administered the oath.  Hudkins asked Wagner if he had any 
concerns over security for the event.  Wagner said he was fine with Warren using his own 
experienced staff, but it may be best to add a few deputy sheriffs as well. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
4) OLD BUSINESS: 
 

A. Request for a refund of personal property tax for Walgreens. 
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OLD BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 
Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds, said the original request proposed changes 
in recovery periods and general terms but no backup information was provided.  The Board 
considered the request four weeks ago and agreed to wait for additional information.  Gaines said 
nothing more has been received and recommended denial of the request. 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded denial of the refund request based on the 
County Assessor’s recommendation.  Schorr, Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould 
was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

B. Amendment to County Contract C-09-0160 with Whitehead Oil Company for the 
annual requirements of fuel (point of sale).  The amendment renews the 
agreement for an additional one-year term from April 1, 2013, to March 31, 2014.  
(C-13-0085) 

 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Amundson seconded approval of the amendment.  Amundson, Smoyer, 
Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
5) NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. Amusement license application from Dan Warren to hold an event on April 5 and 6, 
2013, at 2601 Saltillo Road. 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded approval of the amusement license application.  
Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

B. Special designated license application from Charles Sykes to provide alcoholic 
beverage service for an event on April 5 and 6, 2013, at 2601 Saltillo Road.   
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Schorr seconded approval of the special designated license 
application.  Smoyer, Schorr, Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
Schorr asked Dan Warren if he had a name for his event.  He said it would be called Jamaica Jam 
since the land is where the town of Jamaica used to be. 
 

C. Special events permit application from Tiger Coaching & Personal Training for a 
triathlon race on September 15, 2013, at Branched Oak Lake State Recreation 
Area.   

 
Gary Bredehoft, Tiger Coaching & Personal Training, said this is the third year for the growing event.  
He confirmed there would be no changes from previous years and that all permits have been covered 
with Nebraska Game & Parks. 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the special events permit application.  
Schorr, Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 
D. Special events permit application from UNL Cycling Club to hold a cycling road race 

on March 16, 2013, at Branched Oak Lake State Recreation Area. 
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded approval of the special events permit application.  
Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

E. 2010 grant adjustment notice to the sub-grant award agreement for 2010 State 
Homeland Security Grant 2010-SS-T0-0013 with the Nebraska Emergency 
Management Agency as the grantee and Lancaster County, on behalf of the 
Southeast Region, as the sub-grantee.  The adjustment decreases the total award 
amount to $95,227.  (C-13-0088) 

 
Doug Ahlberg, Emergency Management Director, said the State is in the process of developing a 
statewide communications system.  The Southeast Region was obligated to give back $317,000 of 
the 2010 grant for purchase of microwave systems with the State’s contractor and for their 
installation through Lancaster County and Southeast Nebraska.  This is an adjustment to the 2010 
grant. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded approval of the grant adjustment notice.  Amundson, 
Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
F. Contract between NMC, Inc., and Lancaster County, on behalf of the Emergency 

Management Department, for generator inspection and testing.  The County will 
pay $1,053 for the services.  Term of the contract is one year from the date of 
execution.  (C-13-0089) 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the contract.  Smoyer, Schorr, 
Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
G. Recommendation from the Purchasing Agent to award a bid to the Lincoln Journal 

Star at an estimated cost of $61,324.68 for the annual requirements of publishing 
legal notices and all other verbiage necessary to conduct City/County/Public 
Building Commission business.  (B-13-0007) 
 

MOTION: Schorr moved and Amundson seconded approval of the recommendation.  Schorr, 
Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
H. Contract with Midwest Coatings Company, Inc., in the amount of $41,300 for crack 

sealing bituminous surfacing at various locations; Project 13-32.  (C-13-0090) 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the contract.  Amundson, Smoyer, 
Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
I. Agreement with Great Plains Appraisal, Inc., for appraisal services.  The County will 

pay Great Plains $4,000 to perform an appraisal of the Community Mental Health 
Center, 2201 S. 17th Street.  (C-13-0091) 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the agreement.  Amundson, Smoyer, 
Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
J. Amendment to grant contract C-13-0030 between Lancaster County (sponsor) and 

Abbott Sports Complex – Abbott Motocross Park (grantee), extending the 
completion date to April 30, 2013.  (C-13-0092) 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the amendment.  Smoyer, Schorr, 
Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
K. Adoption of the Vantagepoint Milestone Retirement Income Fund (VPRRX) as the 

Qualified Default Investment Alternative (QDIA) for the Lancaster County Post 
Employment Health Plans (PEHP) to be administered by ICMA-RC.   
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded approval of the adoption.  Schorr, Amundson, 
Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
L. Labor negotiations (executive session). 

 
The Chair announced the item would be held until the end of the meeting. 

 
6) CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted 

without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and 
consideration by a Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior 
notice.  Unless there is an exception, these items will be approved as one with a 
single vote of the Board of Commissioners.  These items are approval of: 

 
A. Right-of-way contracts between the County Engineer and the following: 

1. Ag Invest, LLC, S. 82nd Street between Roca Road and Saltillo Road, in the 
amount of $8,440.  (C-13-0093)  (C-13-0094) 

2. Vergene Vandergriend, S. 54th Street north of Firth Road, in the amount of 
$1,633.  (C-13-0095) 
 

B. Receive and place on file the following: 
1. County Clerk monthly report for February 2013. 
2. City of Hickman Management’s Discussion and Analysis, Financial Statements 

and Supplementary Information for the year ended September 30, 2012. 
 

C. Setting of a public hearing for Tuesday, March 19, 2013, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 
112 of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln), regarding the 
amendment of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Air Pollution Regulations and 
Standards, Article 1, Section 6, to increase the fee for emission of air pollutants and 
to change the fee structure. 
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded approval of the consent items.  Smoyer, Schorr, 
Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

  



- 6 -   

7) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not 
on the agenda may do so at this time.  

 
No one appeared for public comment. 
 
8) ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 
A. The Mid-Year Budget Retreat will be held on Thursday, March 7, 2013, at 8:00 a.m., 

in Room 113 of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln).   
 

B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting 
on Tuesday, March 12, 2013, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 112 of the County-City 
Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) with the Board of Equalization immediately 
following.   
 

C. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next staff meeting on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013, in Room 113 of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th 
Street, Lincoln) immediately following the County Board of Commissioners/Board 
of Equalization meetings.  A staff meeting will not be held on Thursday, March 14, 
2013, due to the County Board’s attendance at the Nebraska Association of County 
Officials (NACO) Southeast District meeting.     

 
D. The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or 

commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 
 

E. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It is 
rebroadcast on Tuesday and Saturday on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, 
the meeting may be viewed on the internet at lancaster.ne.gov.  Click on 5 City-TV 
Video on Demand. 

 
Schorr asked the Board to consider holding the March 12 staff meeting before the regular Board 
meeting instead of after it.  The consensus was to change the staff meeting time to 9:30 a.m. 
 
The Chair recessed the meeting at 11:08 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
 

RETURNING TO ITEM 5L: 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to enter executive session for the purpose of labor 
negotiations and to protect the public interest at 11:10 a.m.   
 
The Chair restated the motion for the record. 
 
ROLL CALL: Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded to exit executive session at 11:44 a.m.  
Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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9) ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting at 
11:45 a.m.  Schorr, Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Equalization meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on February 
15, 2013. 
 
 Commissioners present: Larry Hudkins, Chair  
      Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 

  Deb Schorr 
 

 Commissioners absent:  Jane Raybould 
 

Others present:     Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 11:08 a.m. 

 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013.   
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded approval of the minutes.  Schorr, Amundson, Smoyer 
and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Schorr stated that she should have abstained since she was not present at the February 26 meeting. 

 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS TO THE TAX ASSESSMENT ROLLS (See attached 

additions and deductions) 
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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3) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
11:10 a.m.  Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Raybould was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
































































































