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STAFF MEETING MINUTES  
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012

8:30 A.M.

Commissioners Present: Deb Schorr, Chair
Bernie Heier, Vice Chair
Jane Raybould
Brent Smoyer

Commissioners Absent: Larry Hudkins

Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Dan Nolte, County Clerk
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk

The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at
8:35 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22,
2011 STAFF MEETING

MOTION: Heier moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes of the
December 22, 2011 Staff Meeting.  Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted
aye.  Smoyer and Hudkins were absent.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 2 ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

a. Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Legislative
Conference

MOTION: Heier moved and Raybould seconded approval of the addition to the
agenda.  Heier, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Smoyer and Hudkins
were absent.  Motion carried 3-0.

Smoyer arrived at 8:37 a.m.



Page 2 BOC/STAFF/01/12/2012

 3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Gordon Kissel and Joe Kohout, Kissel E&S
Associates

Kohout and Kissel provided an overview of the January 12, 2012 Legislative Report
(see Exhibit A).  Kohout pointed out that Governor Heineman will be giving his State
of the State address today which will include repealing the inheritance tax.  In
response to Schorr’s inquiry, Dennis Meyer, County Budget & Fiscal Officer, noted that
Lancaster County received just over $6,000,000 last year.  Eagan said losing
inheritance tax would shift the burden to property tax.  He added Lancaster County is
at the maximum levy and still can’t cover mandated services.  Kissel encouraged the
County Board to contact State Senators about the issue.

Schorr indicated she would like to monitor the bill dealing with the renovation of
Centennial Mall (one of the City’s priorities).

Schorr said some member of the County Board have received e-mails regarding LB 239
(require presentation of government-issued photographic identification to vote in
elections).  With regard to the fiscal impact, Eagan indicated Dave Shively, Lancaster
County Election Commissioner, estimated an approximate increase of $20,000-
$30,000.  In response to Raybould’s inquiry on how that amount was derived, Eagan
said he would forward her a copy of Shively’s email.  Schorr suggested the Election
Commissioner attend next week’s staff meeting to discuss the bill and its potential
impact.  Kohout said numerous amendments have been filed and felt it will take a long
time for the bill to move off general file.

With regard to LB 465 (eliminate provisions relating to eligibility of non-United States
citizens for public assistance), Eagan thought County General Assistance would be
deluged with claims but, thus far, only one has come forward.  He cautioned the
County could still see more cases as many people could be impacted by this change.

Sheriff Terry Wagner appeared and said LB 919 deals with an increase in court fees,
sheriff’s fees and handgun certificate fees.  Kohout said Senator McGill will likely also
introduce a bill seeking a marriage license fee increase.  He noted there is a “process”
surrounding fee increases as they are often viewed as indirect tax increases.

In reference to LB867 (change employer contribution provisions under certain county
retirement plans), Eagan felt the language was a bit vague.  The bill says the match
shall be “at least 1 to 1" whereas before it was worded “up to 1.5” - there is now no
maximum.  Kohout said the Committee was of the opinion that a minimum base be
included so counties don’t have to come back to the Legislature for adjustments.
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 4 NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ANNUAL WEED
REPORT - Brent Meyer, County Weed Control Authority Superintendent 

Brent Meyer, County Weed Control Authority Superintendent, noted copies of the
annual weed reports were previously emailed to the County Board for review.  He gave
a brief overview of the reports.  With regard to the activity report, he noted there was
a typo on the number of letters/brochures distributed.  The number should have read
83,500.  He provided information on the various noxious weed infestations in the
County and how flyover technology is helping to detect weed locations.  

Heier inquired whether inmates could assist the department in some capacity.  Meyer
said they would not have the necessary skills to be inspectors.  Raybould questioned
the use of UNL agricultural or horticultural interns.  Meyer said he has contacted UNL
in the past and has found some inspectors through that resource.  

Meyer indicated the necessary documents are ready for signature today or he could
attend the Tuesday, January 24th County Board meeting.

MOTION:  Heier moved and Smoyer seconded to authorize the Chair to sign the
annual weed report documents.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye. 
Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0.  

NOTE:  Copies of the reports are attached (see Exhibit B).

 5 HAINES BRANCH PRAIRIE CORRIDOR - Lynn Johnson, Parks &
Recreation Director; Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation Natural
Resources & Greenways Manager; Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Long Range
Planning Manager; Glenn Johnson, Lower Platte South Natural Resources
District (NRD) General Manager                 

Copies of Haines Branch Prairie Corridor maps were disseminated (see Exhibit C). 
Lynn Johnson said the intent today is to brief the County Board on a concept included
in the Comprehensive Plan on an open space corridor between Spring Creek Prairie
and Pioneers Park.  Genrich added grant funding for a master plan, similar to what
was done for Wilderness Park, is being sought.  Fleck-Tooze said if the grants are
received, planning would begin in March with an estimated 3-4 month timeline for
completion.  Lynn Johnson noted that while things are very preliminary at this point,
the Village of Denton and area landowners will play key roles in the process.  A
partnership between the City, the County and the NRD will also be necessary to help
manage easements.
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Heier inquired what commitment is necessary from the County at this time.  Fleck-
Tooze said today’s presentation is informational only.  Heier clarified that he is not
opposed to the County’s involvement but would like to know more about the financial
obligation.  Genrich said the financial piece is not known at this time, hence, the
reason for developing the master plan.  Fleck-Tooze added there is definitely an
economic development piece (tourism) related to the project.

With regard to land acquisition, Smoyer said it would be his preference to keep land on
the tax rolls.  Lynn Johnson said it makes sense for private ownership to continue to
manage the land and that strategic planning will be necessary to identify which parcels
to acquire for fee simple ownership.  He added various options will be considered.  

Glenn Johnson said the NRD can assist with floodplain and corridor protection.  It was
noted a similar approach to what was done in the Stevens Creek area with
conservation easements could help preserve the land for agricultural use and keep it
on the tax rolls yet still provide for trail access.

Bill Edwards, Denton Village Board, was in attendance and noted he is excited about a
possible trail coming to Denton.  He felt the project is definitely worthwhile.

ACTION ITEMS

b. TRIM License Maintenance Agreement Signature Authorization

Thorpe noted this document gives TRIM authorization to bill for annual maintenance. 
She indicated the fee is $11,000 less than budgeted.  

MOTION:  Heier moved and Raybould seconded to authorize the Chair to sign the
agreement.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Hudkins was absent. 
Motion carried 4-0.

NOTE:  A copy of the agreement is attached (see Exhibit D). 

ADDITION TO THE AGENDA

a. Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Legislative
Conference

Heier said he would like to attend the NACO Legislative Conference on February 9-10,
2012 in Kearney.  It was noted the County’s Mid-Year Budget Retreat is scheduled for
February 9th.  Heier indicated we would leave for Kearney after the Retreat.  Dennis
Meyer said if Commissioner Heier plans to leave for Kearney as soon as possible on
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that date, then he would need to schedule items through the lunch hour.  Heier asked
the Board to approve one night’s lodging in Kearney.

MOTION:  Smoyer moved and Heier seconded approval for Commissioner Heier to
attend the NACO Legislative Conference on February 9-10, 2012 and to include one
night’s lodging.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Hudkins was absent. 
Motion carried 4-0.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

a. County Board Committee Assignments   

Smoyer asked to be removed from the Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC)
as he has difficulty attending meetings on the second Thursday of the month at 1:00
p.m.  Schorr said she would consider switching the Board of Health for the ISPC.  She
also verified with Heier that he would like to remain on the NACO Board.

Heier indicated he will need to be replaced on the following:  Correctional Facility Joint
Public Agency, Officials Committee, Vice Chair of the Board of Equalization and
Monthly Meeting with the Mayor.  Raybould indicated a desire to be Board of
Corrections Chair.  Heier said he was not quite ready to give up that assignment.

Further discussion of this item was delayed until the January 19th staff meeting with
formal approval tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, January 24th.

b. County Board Officers

There was consensus to schedule this item on the Tuesday, January 17th Board of
Commissioners’ meeting.

c. Designate Web Site for Meeting Notices

Cori Beattie, Chief Deputy County Clerk, asked for direction regarding the methods the
Board would like to use to advertise its meetings.  Meeting notices are currently posted
on the County-City Building bulletin board, the County’s web site and emailed to the
media.  The consensus was to place this item on the January 17th agenda.

d. Intern Update

Raybould explained that the UNL Department of Political Science would have oversight
of the intern and act as the liaison between the student and the County.  She invited
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Professor Tyler White to attend the January 19th staff meeting at 9:30 a.m., to discuss
the intern program which would be available to all County departments.

 6 IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS:
(1) Nebraska State Historical Society ($9,755);
(2) Lincoln Arts Council ($10,000);
(3) Lincoln USBC Bowling Association ($9,500);
(4) Special Olympics Nebraska ($10,000);
(5) Camp Creek Threshers Association ($10,000);
(6) Lincoln Area Model Railroad Society ($10,000); and
(7) Star City BMX ($10,000) - Jeff Maul, Executive Director 
 Convention Visitors Bureau; Steve Hilton, Visitors Promotion
 Committee (VPC) Chair

Hilton and Maul provided a brief overview of each application (see agenda packet).

With regard to the application from the Lincoln Arts County, Hilton noted the VPC 
recommended approval contingent upon receipt of the additional funds for the project. 

It was noted that the $9,500 grant for the USBC Bowling Association would be used to
purchase bleachers, a tent and platform staging.  Hilton said other VPC tourist events
would be permitted to use these items.  It was clarified that the Bowling Association,
as the non-profit, would own the items and Sun Valley Lanes would store them.

With regard to Camp Creek Threshers, Hilton said the VPC recommended denial of the
application because it is a reimbursement request.  The VPC encouraged the
organization to continue to expand their facility and to come forward with future grant
applications as there is a lot of potential at this location. 

Hilton noted the application from Star City BMX included funding for erosion control.
The VPC denied/tabled the application and encouraged the organization to come back
with some different, more permanent, erosion control proposals.

Schorr clarified that the VPC recommended approval of the applications for the
Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln Arts Council, Lincoln USBC Bowling
Association, Special Olympics Nebraska and Lincoln Area Model Railroad Society.

MOTION:  Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded to forward the recommendations
to a future Tuesday agenda.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Hudkins
was absent.  Motion carried 4-0.
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 7 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS:
(A) No. 11001 (20 Acre Rule);
(B) No. 11002 (Acreage Build-Through);
(C) No. 11003 (Bennet Corner Commercial/Industrial
 Designation);     
(D) No. 11005 (Transportation Chapter); and 
(E) No. 11006 (Prefatory Language) - Marvin Krout, Planning
Director; Sara Hartzell, Planner; Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Long Range Planning
Manager

(A) No. 11001 (20 Acre Rule) - Hartzell said this amendment changes a line in the
Neighbor and Housing Section of the Comprehensive Plan addressing the density in
the County.  A line is being added that states, “However, consideration should be
given to new ways that smaller lots within the County jurisdiction can be subdivided
and sold, while still maintaining that overall density and maintaining good access
management along the County’s section line roads.”  Hartzell said the Planning
Commission discussed the item in December and voted to deny the amendment by a
vote of 5-4 vote while Planning staff recommended approval.

(B) No. 11002 (Acreage Build-Through) - Hartzell said this amendment would specify
in the language that this was only to be within the three-mile extra territorial
jurisdiction.  The intent of the build-through is to prepare land for when the City
annexes a development.  She noted it is a requirement within the City’s subdivision
and zoning ordinances.  The County Board originally proposed the following language:

”New acreage development is not encouraged in the “Map 1.3: Growth
Tiers with Priority Areas” for Lincoln’s three-mile extra territorial
jurisdiction (ETJ), except for areas already platted, zoned, or designated
for low density residential development.  Development in the three-mile
ETJ should only be permitted under the “build-through” model that has
been established, and without use of Sanitary Improvement Districts
(SIDs).  The build-through model included in the City of Lincoln’s
subdivision and zoning ordinances is intended to facilitate a later
transition to urban densities when city services are extended, including:”

Heier said he would like to take a closer look at build-throughs but the Planning
Department needs to tell the County Board what associated costs would be.  Hartzell
did not know those costs at this time.  Heier felt this was similar to an impact fee and,
in his opinion, it does not make sense to pay for such things as sewer lines, water lines
and fire hydrants 30 years in advance.  Hartzell noted this is not how it is done now.
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Hartzell indicated the Planning staff and Planning Commission both recommended
denial of the proposed amendment.  The following alternative language was proposed
by Planning staff:

”New acreage development is not encouraged in the “Map 1.3: Growth
Tiers with Priority Areas” for Lincoln’s three-mile extra territorial
jurisdiction (ETJ), except for areas already platted, zoned, or designated
for low density residential development.  Development in these tiers
should only be permitted under the “build-through” model that has been
established, and without use of Sanitary Improvement Districts (SIDs). 
For areas outside of the Lincoln three-mile jurisdiction but inside a future
Lincoln growth tier, the County should consider applying “build-through”
standards, on a case-by-case basis, when a proposed development is in a
location that is more likely than others to have city services extended in
the foreseeable future.  The build-through model includes provisions that
are intended to facilitate a later transition to urban densities when city
services are extended, including:”

Heier said the Board previously voted on what language to include (see original
version).  Hartzell explained that version totally eliminated build-through language for
the County.  The alternate language gives the County the option of considering build-
throughs on a case-by-case basis.   

Raybould questioned which version would be before the County Board at its public
hearing on January 24th as it appeared the Planning Commission did not discuss the
alternative language.  Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney, said the statutory
requirement is that once a recommendation is made to the Planning Department, they
can take it to the Planning Commission which can have at least one public hearing
before making a recommendation to the County Board.  At that time, the Board would
consider the recommendation, have at least one pubic hearing of its own and then,
following that hearing, it may adopt or reject, in whole or in part, with or without
modifications.  Behrens added the County Board could take action on January 24th as
long as the County Attorney’s office has prior direction on what language to include in
the resolution.  

MOTION:  Heier moved to approve the original language and incorporate it in the
January 24th meeting.  

Eagan confirmed this language already exists in the proposed amendment.  If the
Board wants to modify that language, the County Attorney’s office would need to know
in order to incorporate it in the resolution.   
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The maker withdrew his motion.

MOTION:  Raybould moved and Heier seconded that the County Board consider the
alternative language proposed by the Planning Department.  Raybould, Smoyer and
Schorr voted aye.  Heier voted nay.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 3-1.

(C) No. 11003 (Bennet Corner Commercial/Industrial Designation) - Hartzell said a
map and text change are proposed.  This includes 75 acres of additional commercial
designation to the future land use maps surrounding the intersection of State Spur 43
and Nebraska Highway 2 (Bennet Corner) and an additional 120 acres of industrial. 
There was also language added to the Business and Economy Chapter of the
Comprehensive Plan specifying the types of uses for that corner.

Heier thought the original motion included all land from 148th Street to 162nd Street,
Hooper Road to Highway 2.  Hartzell said a 300'-400' buffer was included between
future industrial and residential areas.  Heier said he received a call from a landowner
who wondered why his property was not included. Krout said the Board could
incorporate changes as part of its motion at the public hearing.  

Raybould noted the Planning Department, Planning Commission and Bennet Planning
Commission all recommended denial while the Bennet Village Board recommended
approval.

MOTION:  Heier moved and Smoyer seconded to approve the wording in the original
motion that light industrial be indicated from Highway 2 to Hooper Road and 148th

Street to 162nd Street and to remove the pond.

Hartzell asked for clarification regarding the buffer size near the pond.  There was
consensus to allow for a 300' buffer along lakes and streams.  Krout said the Planning
Department will work with the Board to develop new text and a new map.

ROLL CALL:  Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Raybould voted nay.  Hudkins was
absent.  Motion carried 3-1.

(D) No. 11005 (Transportation Chapter) - Fleck-Tooze indicated this is clean-up
language to clarify the relationship between the Transportation chapter and the Long
Range Transportation Plan.  

(E) No. 11006 (Prefatory Language) - Fleck-Tooze said this is proposed introductory
language to the Comprehensive Plan regarding the Plan’s purpose and authority.  
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Schorr noted the County Board will hold a pubic hearing on the proposed amendments
on Tuesday, January 24th.

 8 ELECTRONIC COUNTY BOARD PACKETS - Cori Beattie, Chief Deputy
County Clerk

This item was previously discussed at the December 22, 2011, staff meeting whereby
the Board agreed to experiment with paperless packets.  Eagan said he and Thorpe
had no problem reviewing the agenda items online.  Beattie said she received a laptop
quote of $1,800 from Information Services and netbook quotes ranging from $500-
$700.  It was noted the City Council uses I-pads and Motorola Zooms.  Schorr said it
would be her preference to have a laptop on the dais for Commissioners to share. 
Heier inquired about monitors along the dais but it was noted they might be too
difficult to read.  Raybould suggested a lone laptop with two additional monitors along
the dais.  Schorr suggested situating one laptop at the dais for next week’s meeting.

RETURNING TO ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

c. Designate Web Site for Meeting Notices

Beattie informed the Board that the Clerk’s Office must now publish notice at least 10
days prior to a Board of Equalization (BOE) meeting whereby motor vehicle exemption
applications are reviewed.  Since this occurs weekly, changing Tuesday meeting
dates/times within this 10-day time frame becomes problematic.  Schorr questioned
the budget impact.  Beattie said there will be additional publication costs and possibly
postage as applicants must also receive written notification at least 10 days prior to
the meeting.  (Note:  The County Treasurer’s Office was previously notifying applicants
of the meeting date.)  Raybould questioned whether the notification could be e-mailed. 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney, said the notification and publication
requirements are not defined in statute but rather included in the administrative
regulations.  She added the regulations are not specific on how the applicant is notified
but the standard would be written (as opposed to electronic) notification.  Schorr
suggested future discussion with the County Treasurer’s Office regarding this issue.  

 9 (A) JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAM MANAGER; AND
(B) VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT GRANT RENEWAL AND
LETTER OF SUPPORT - Kit Boesch Human Services Director; Joe Kelly,
Lancaster County Attorney; Alicia Henderson, Chief Deputy County
Attorney/Juvenile Division

Boesch said the Assessment Specialist position is currently funded through Cedars by a
Crime Commission grant which is going to expire at the end of this fiscal year.  She felt
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it is in the County’s best interest to create a County position to retain this work as
statistics show the number of juveniles cases has decreased, thus, saving the County
money.  While the position could be located in the County Attorney’s Office or Human
Services, Boesch said it may be better received by parents to have it be affiliated with
the latter.  She drafted a job description and asked the Board to consider this as a
County position next fiscal year.

Henderson said this program was nominated to the OJJDP as a best practice so others
across the country are recognizing its importance.  Each case is reviewed to decide if it
warrants a no charge, diversion or a court filing.  She noted County filings are going
down.  Her preference was for the position to remain in Human Services.  Kelly said
the City does some juvenile law violations (roughly 500 per year) but is not utilizing
this program and their filings continue to increase.  He added the City has noted in the
past that they do not want to be in the juvenile business, thus, there may be an
opportunity to contract with the City.  Kelly said he would contact City Attorney Rod
Confer to see if the City would be interested in this program.

In response to Schorr’s inquiry, Boesch said there has been enough savings over the
last three years to cover the annual cost of the position.  

MOTION:  Heier moved and Smoyer seconded to proceed with the creation of a job
description.

Dennis Meyer, Budget & Fiscal Officer, pointed out the County and City split the
Human Services budget 50/50 which may make it even more attractive to the City
Attorney to participate in this program.  

In response to Raybould’s inquiry, Kelly said something would need to be worked out
financially with the City before the County would take on the additional workload. 
Raybould asked to see some statistics related to the position.  Boesch said this
information is being compiled.  Eagan suggested this issue be further discussed at the
Mid-Year Budget Retreat on February 9th.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 4-
0.

Schorr exited the meeting.  The Vice Chair asked for direction regarding the grant.

MOTION:  Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded to approve submission of the
Violence Against Women Act Grant and to authorize the Chair to sign the related
documents and a letter of support.  Raybould, Smoyer and Heier voted aye.  Schorr
and Hudkins were absent.  Motion carried 3-0.
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Note:  A copy of the grant application is attached (see Exhibit E).

10 REQUEST FROM LANCASTER MANOR REAL ESTATE, LLC FOR
ESCROW PAYMENT ($146,993.45) - Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal
Officer

Schorr returned to the meeting.

Meyer indicated this is the first request from Lancaster Manor to withdraw escrow
funds.  The amount requested is $146,993.85 and would be used to cover such things
as architect costs, construction costs and lighting.  Raybould asked for verification of
the escrow language related to capital improvements.  Meyer said the language is
somewhat broad and added if the Board has concerns regarding specific items then he
needs to bring those to Lancaster Manor’s attention immediately.  The Board asked
Behrens and Meyer to verify that the expenditures listed meet the escrow agreement
terms prior to placing the item on a Tuesday agenda.

11 OLD JAIL REMODEL STEERING COMMITTEE - Don Killeen, County
Property Manager; Bob Walla, Assistant Purchasing Agent

Walla distributed a space planning services process and schedule (see Exhibit F).  He
said the RFP committee selected Bahr, Vermeer, Haecker Architects (BVH) and Sinclair
Hille for the project.  Thirteen departments were listed on the RFP (Juvenile Probation,
County Attorney-Child Support, Mental Health, Adult Probation, Sheriff, Records
Storage, Evidence Storage, District Court, County Court, Juvenile Court, Corrections,
Community Corrections and Wellness Committee).  Walla noted if the Board would like
other departments to be included, it would increase the cost.  Schorr suggested an
email be sent to all County Departments informing them of this project.

With regard to the advisory committee membership, Walla asked which County
Commissioners to include.  Raybould and Smoyer indicated an interest to serve on the
committee.  It was also mentioned that Commissioner Hudkins may be interested. 
Walla said the first committee meeting is scheduled for February 15th with the final
report scheduled before the County Board on March 15th.  Eagan said he would place
this item on the January 26th staff meeting agenda for further discussion.

12 ACTION ITEMS
a. Violence Against Women Act Support Letter (see Item 9)
b. TRIM License Maintenance Agreement Signature Authorization  

Items 12 a-b were moved forward on the agenda.
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13 CONSENT ITEMS

There were no consent items.

14 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

a. County Board Committee Assignments   
b. County Board Officers
c. Designate Website for Meeting Notices
d. Intern Update

Items 14 a-d were moved forward on the agenda.

e. Chamber of Commerce Annual Luncheon (February 9, 2012)

Schorr asked Minette Genuchi, County Board Administrative Assistant, to notify the
Chamber of Commerce that the County Board cannot attend their luncheon on
February 9th due to the Mid-Year Budget Retreat.

f. 2012 NACO Institute of Excellence (February 20th deadline)

Smoyer said he may be interested in participating.  Eagan said he would place the item
on next week’s agenda to allow Smoyer time to review his schedule.  The Institute of
Excellence information would also be forwarded to County Treasurer Andy Stebbing.

g. 4th Quarter Review for Retirement and Deferred Compensation
Programs (March 1, 2012)

Schorr and Raybould indicated they will be gone on March 1st.  The consensus was to 
schedule the review of the Retirement and Deferred Compensation Programs on this
date as, according to the calendar, all other Commissioners would be present.

h. Request From Human Services to be on the Common Meeting Agenda
Monthly

Schorr indicated that Kit Boesch, Human Services Director, has requested time at each
Common meeting to discuss various issues.  In discussing the 2012 Common schedule,
the Board suggested Boesch provide an overview of the entire joint budget process on
the next available meeting date (April) and be allotted 30 minutes for the discussion.    
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i. Appointment of County Board Representative to the Commissioners’
Award of Excellence Program

The Board recommended that Minette Genuchi be reappointed to the Commissioners’
Award of Excellence Committee.

j. Community Mental Health Center Planning Committee Update

Eagan said he has begun drafting a report and hoped to have the Committee’s final
recommendation to the County Board by the Mid-Year Budget Retreat on February 9th. 
With regard to the HMA report, Eagan said the County Board will receive a copy upon
its release. 

k. Legal Opinion Request on Deviation from Comprehensive Plan

The item was withdrawn from the agenda.  

15 PENDING

There were no pending items.

16 DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS

A. Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) Monthly Meeting -
Heier

Heier noted he did attend.

B. Chamber Coffee - Smoyer

Smoyer said the Lincoln Public Schools’ District Office and Senator Ben Nelson’s
decision to not seek re-election were discussed.   

C. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) - Smoyer

Smoyer said he was unable to attend due to a scheduling conflict.

D. Human Services Joint Budget Committee (JBC) - Schorr

Schorr said the following items were discussed:  non-profit board training, Keno Fund
Round 35, YWCA (new director), United Way campaign, Region V Systems innovation
grant and Urban Development projects.
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E. Meeting with the Mayor - Schorr, Heier

Schorr said they discussed the ½-cent sales tax bill, Centennial Mall renovation, prairie
corridor, the build-through amendment and city juvenile cases.

F. Public Building Commission (PBC) Meeting with the Mayor - Hudkins

There was no report.

G. Public Building Commission (PBC) - Hudkins, Raybould

Raybould said no one appeared to testify at the public hearing on the recommendation
to purchase the Benesch building.

H.  Board of Health - Schorr

Schorr said the following items were discussed: budget, wellness program kick-off,
prohibiting smoking in parks, the HMA study, web site update, dangerous dog
licensing, the 10 essential public health services, health promotion and outreach and
local health priorities (top three were diabetes, obesity and smoking).  

RETURNING TO ITEM 3 

Schorr said she, Kerry Eagan and Dennis Meyer will meet with the Journal Star
Editorial Board regarding the Governor’s recommendation to repeal inheritance tax.

17 EMERGENCY ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS

There were no emergency items or other business.

18 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Heier moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 4-0.

___________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk




























































