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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
9:30 A.M. 

 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Commissioners absent:  Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was called 
to order at 9:30 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES:

 

 Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2011.   

MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
2) CLAIMS:
 

 Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, January 25, 2011. 

MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Smoyer, Hudkins 
and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund Grants – Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention 
and Visitors Bureau Executive Director; Steve Hilton, Visitors Promotion Committee 
Chair. 

 
Jeff Maul said the grant program was established by the Visitors Promotion Committee to support a 
wide range of local projects involving visitor attractions and is funded by lodging tax income.  Grants are 
awarded twice per year based on merit as determined by the Visitors Promotion Committee.  The grants 
are then administered by the County Board and the Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
 

1. Nebraska Sports Council for the enhancement of the 2011 Cornhusker State 
Games Opening Ceremonies – Dave Mlnarik, Nebraska Sports Council Executive 
Director.   
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3)  
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED: 

Steve Hilton introduced Dave Mlnarik.  Mlnarik said the opening ceremony is the primary promotion for 
the Cornhusker State Games.  In 2010, there was a decrease in participation, which resulted in about a 
$40,000 drop in participant fees.  The requested grant money would help fund the opening ceremonies.  
He noted the participation decrease was mostly attributed to a date change to accommodate the Special 
Olympics; this year the games are back to the original date with the opening ceremonies on July 15.  
Hudkins asked if there had been any negotiation in fees for the main attractions hired for the opening 
ceremonies.  Mlnarik said they try to renegotiate every year.   
 
4) 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. A grant contract in the amount of $10,000 from the Lancaster County Visitor 
Improvement Fund with the Nebraska Sports Council, Grantee, for enhancement of 
the 2011 Cornhusker State Games Opening Ceremonies.  The grant contract will run 
from January 1, 2011, to December 31, 2011.  (C-11-0050) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the grant contract.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund Grants. 
 

2. Lincoln Children’s Museum for the Ball Works exhibit – Darren M. Macfee, Lincoln 
Children’s Museum Executive Director.   

 
Steve Hilton introduced Darren Macfee.  Macfee said the Children’s Museum received funds last year for 
a summer exhibit, which resulted in their strongest summer attendance since 2001.  He said the grant 
would help fund the museum’s next summer exhibit. 
 
4) 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

B. A grant contract in the amount of $10,000 from the Lancaster County Visitor 
Improvement Fund with the Lincoln Children’s Museum, Grantee, for the Ball Works 
exhibit.  The grant contract will run from January 1, 2011, to December 31, 2011.   
(C-11-0051) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the grant contract.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund Grants. 
 

3. Board of Regents, University of Nebraska-Lincoln for renovation of the Pershing 
Military and Naval Science Building lobby – Michelle Waite, Assistant to the 
Chancellor; Lt. Colonel John Blankenhorn.   

 
 



- 3 -   

3)  
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED: 

Steve Hilton introduced Michelle Waite and Lt. Colonel John Blankenhorn.  Waite gave an overview of 
the Pershing grant project, explaining the project will provide a timeline in tribute to General Pershing 
(Exhibit A).  Blankenhorn said the lobby renovation could become a good historical attraction for the 
City.  Maul said many military reunions are held and the exhibit would enhance visitor attractions.   
 
4) 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

C. A grant contract in the amount of $10,000 from the Lancaster County Visitor 
Improvement Fund with the Board of Regents, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
Grantee, for renovation of the Pershing Military and Naval Building lobby.  The grant 
contract will run from January 1, 2011, to December 31, 2011.  (C-11-0052) 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the grant contract.  Raybould, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund Grants. 
 

4. Lincoln Area Model Railroad Club & Museum for repair of the Roca Depot – Larry 
Angle, President of the Lincoln Area Model Railroad Club & Museum.   

 
Steve Hilton introduced Charles Buswell, Lincoln Area Model Railroad Club & Museum.  Buswell said his 
organization purchased the old Roca train station and a train caboose, which are temporarily located at 
Lancaster Event Center.  When funds become available, a full scale museum will be built to house them 
and other items.  Buswell introduced Charles Horn, Lincoln Area Model Railroad Club & Museum, who 
discussed renovation of the caboose.  He said a train show will be held February 19 and 20, which will 
feature caboose tours.  Buswell noted the organization would be changing its name to the Lincoln Area 
Railway and Historical Society.   
 
4) 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

D. A grant contract in the amount of $10,000 from the Lancaster County Visitor 
Improvement Fund with the Lincoln Area Model Railroad Club & Museum, Grantee, 
for repair of the Roca Station.  The grant contract will run from January 1, 2011, to 
December 31, 2011.  (C-11-0053) 

 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney, said the item would be held until receipt of the signed 
original contracts. 
 

E. A special events permit application for the 2011 Animal Run on Saturday, February 5, 
2011, in Hickman, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the special events permit.  Smoyer, 
Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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4)  
 

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 

F. A resolution in the matter of the vacation of North Street abutting Lot 1, Block 1, as 
platted in the unincorporated Village of Agnew, Lancaster County, Nebraska.   
(R-11-0009) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded denial of the requested vacation of North Street.  
Hudkins, Raybould, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

G. A resolution in the matter of County maintenance of roads in Hilltop Estates 1st 
Addition and Hilltop Estates 2nd Addition.  (R-11-0010) 

 
Ken Schroeder, County Engineer’s Office, said a subdivision with at least six lots which maintains the 
required occupancy and meets design standards may request the County to take over its maintenance.  
He said an inspection is done to make sure conditions are met and a resolution is put before the Board. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Raybould, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

H. An amended resolution in the matter of approving annual salary increases for 
Directors, Assistant Directors, Psychiatrists, Sheriff Captains, District Court Law 
Clerks, Bailiffs, the Child Support Referee and Attorneys.  The amendment replaces 
Attachment “C” only.  (R-11-0008) 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the amended resolution.  Smoyer, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Hudkins voted nay.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 3-1. 
 

I. A recommendation from the Purchasing Agent and Human Services to award a 
contract in the amount of $114,324 to Omni Behavioral Health for a home based 
functional family therapist provider.  (B-11-0006) 

 
Bob Walla, Assistant Purchasing Agent, said a federal grant was given to Human Services in conjunction 
with Lincoln Public Schools for a truancy program.  He said the grant specified payment and required 
the contracted party to accept it.   
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the recommendation.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

J. An amendment to County Contract No. C-09-0553 between the City of Lincoln, 
Lancaster County and 3M Company, Traffic Safety Systems, for the annual 
requirements to supply and deliver reflective sheeting, coinciding with the State of 
Nebraska Contract No. 12388 OC.  The amendment renews the agreement for an 
additional one-year term from February 1, 2011, to January 31, 2012.  (C-11-0054) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the amendment.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

K. Adoption of 2011 Lancaster County Commissioners committee assignments. 
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4)  
 

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the committee assignments.  Raybould, 
Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

L. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Allen 
K. Faust for lost property in an undisclosed amount. 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded denial of the tort claim.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould 
and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

M. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Trevor 
S. Zellers for lost property in the amount of $26. 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded denial of the tort claim based on the department 
director’s recommendation.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
5) CONSENT ITEMS:

 

 These are items of business that are routine which are expected to be adopted 
without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and consideration by a 
Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  Unless there is an exception, 
these items will be approved as one with a single vote of the Board of Commissioners.  These items 
are approval of: 

A. Receive and place on file the following: 
 
1. Lancaster County Attorney’s Office quarterly report for the quarter ending 

December 31, 2010. 
2. Lancaster County Election Commissioner’s report on the All Mail Special Election 

conducted for the Village of Firth on Tuesday, January 11, 2011. 
 

B. Setting of public hearings in Room 112 on the first floor of the County-City Building 
regarding the following: 
 
1. Tuesday, February 8, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. - A Class IB liquor license application from 

Michael and Tammy Roth, d/b/a Kramer Bar & Grill, located at 11365 W. Kramer 
Street, Kramer, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

2. Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. – Lancaster Manor proceeds. 
 

MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the consent items.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
6) 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Jane Svoboda discussed Chinese manufactured products and medical care of the elderly. 
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6)  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT CONTINUED: 

Pam Ray issued the following statement: “On behalf of the American Federation of State, County & 
Municipal Employees and myself personally, we formally retract, in full, all of our prior statements 
implying, suggesting, referring or indicating that any member of Hunter Management or the Rothner 
family is a criminal or engaged in any criminal activities.  Any statement to this effect simply is false.  
We apologize to the Rothner family and Hunter Management for making such statements.” (Exhibit C) 
 
Kim Kaspar, American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees (AFSCME), discussed the 
settlement from AFSCME to Hunter Management and the County’s treatment of its employees.  
Raybould asked Kaspar if AFSCME representatives have regularly met with County Commissioners in the 
past.  Kaspar said she is not aware of any meetings.  Hudkins said the Board has always been advised 
by management and the County Attorney’s Office to not have direct meetings with AFSCME, but he felt 
direct conversation could be beneficial. 
 
Melvin Moore discussed the treatment of County employees. 
 
Avi Rothner, Lancaster Manor owner, gave an overview of changes at Lancaster Manor.  Hudkins noted 
a partial tax credit and January/February 2010 healthcare costs covered by the County.  Rothner 
confirmed that a partial tax credit was received and the contract terms covered healthcare for January 
and February.  Hudkins asked if Rothner, members of his family or Hunter Management had ever been 
charged with Medicare or Medicaid fraud.  Rothner said no.  Raybould asked for the prior and current 
employee count at the Manor.  Rothner said there has been a rise in employees but he did not have an 
exact count.  Smoyer asked for a general figure on money brought into the Lincoln economy for the 
facility’s renovations.  He questioned if money set aside by the County had been used.  Rothner said the 
$1,000,000 set aside remains unused and is earning interest for the County.  He thought total 
expenditures would be close to $2,000,000 with furniture, fixtures and constructions costs included.  
Raybould asked if he would request reimbursement from the County.  Rothner said the money would be 
escrowed and would become part of the renovation expense.  Schorr entered the settlement agreement 
into the record (Exhibit D). 
 
Keith Fickenscher, Lancaster Manor Administrator, discussed progress at Lancaster Manor.  He noted 
more full time employees, a high percentage of Medicaid patients and Medicaid bed days, an increased 
census and a positive survey.  Raybould and Hudkins commended Fickenscher for his service at 
Lancaster Manor.         
 
John Austin discussed a variety of topics, including care at Lancaster Manor, University of Nebraska 
grants, the Hickman Regional Recreational & Event Complex and a cemetery for veterans. 
 
Brian Wachman, United Way Executive Director, thanked the County Board for recommending the 
United Way receive a portion of the settlement between Hunter Management and AFSCME.  Avi Rothner 
presented a $10,000 check to Washman. 
 
Becky Simmerly, American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees (AFSCME), thanked Kim 
Kaspar for her work on Lancaster Manor.  She said she hoped to continue to have a good relationship 
with the Board. 
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7) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

A. A Tri-County meeting with Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster Counties will be held on 
Thursday, January 27, 2011, at 8:00 a.m., at the State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska.   

 
B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on Thursday, 

January 27, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 113 on the first floor of the County-City 
Building. 

 
C. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting on 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 112 on the first floor of the County-
City Building, with the Board of Equalization meeting immediately following.   

 
D. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live at 9:30 a.m., 

on Tuesdays and rebroadcast at 1:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m., as well as on Saturday 
afternoon on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, this meeting may be viewed on 
Nebraska On Demand Time Warner Channel 101 and is available on the internet 24 
hours a day at www.lancaster.ne.gov.  Click on 5 City-TV Video on Demand. 

 
8)  ADJOURNMENT
 

  

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting at 
10:52 a.m.  Raybould, Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 

http://www.lancaster.ne.gov/�
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Commissioners absent:  Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 

 
Others present:     Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 10:52 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES

 

: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2011.   

MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS:

 

 Approval of 59 additions and deductions to the tax 
assessment rolls per Attachments “A” and “B”. 

MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Raybould, Hudkins, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS:
 

  

Cathedral of the Risen Christ 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
People’s City Mission 
Saint Elizabeth Regional Medical Center 
St. Monica’s Home 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Salvation Army 
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3)  MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS CONTINUED:
 

  

Sesostris Shrine 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the motor vehicle exemptions.  
Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
4) ADJOURNMENT
 

  

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
10:54 a.m.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-
0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 


































