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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2010 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
7:00 P.M. 

 
  Commissioners Present: Ray Stevens, Vice Chair 
      Deb Schorr 
      Larry Hudkins 
      Bob Workman 
 
  Commissioners Absent: Bernie Heier, Chair 
 
  Others Present:  Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer  
      Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
      Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 
 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Stevens gave a statement regarding the budget for Fiscal Year 2010-11.   

 The total proposed budget of expenditures is $166,814,031, which is a decrease of 7.39%. 
 The County’s valuation reflects a 0.85% increase.   
 Adoption of this budget maintains the same property tax rate of $0.2683 as last year. 
 The general fund budget has decreased by 0.88%.   

o Public safety functions account for 59% of the general fund budget.   
o The election commissioner’s budget is increasing because of the election year cycle.   
o The general government budget has decreased due to the Board of Equalization moving to a 

separate business unit. 
o Corrections will hire an additional eight employees, which has been offset by decreased 

boarding contracts. 
o Community Corrections will not move into a new facility and will increase fees to generate 

additional revenue. 
o The Joint Budget Committee (JBC) contracts will be reduced by approximately $225,000. 

 Bridge and special road fund expenditures have increased by approximately $5,000,000 due to 
the S. 68th Street viaduct project.   

 Grant funds will decrease by approximately $4,300,000 because the County no longer receives an 
intergovernmental transfer from the Federal government for Health and Human Services. 

 The property tax for the mental health fund will decrease by $77,500 because the Mental Health 
Center cut expenditures by $367,511.   

   
1) PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. Keno Fund Projects  
 

The Vice Chair opened the public hearing. 
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1)  PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED: 
 
Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer, was administered the oath.  Meyer reviewed the Keno Fund 
Budget, explaining the money is primarily set up for road projects: East Beltway, Motocross, Arbor 
Road, and Alvo Road.  Meyer explained $280,000 will be put in a bridge fund transfer, which is 
money not allocated to anything else.  Instead of levying additional property tax, the money is 
transferred from the keno fund to assist with the budget.   
 
The Vice Chair closed the public hearing. 

 
B. Lancaster County=s Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 

 
The Vice Chair opened the public hearing.   
 
Ron Ecklund and Tim Cox, Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA), were administered the 
oath.  Ecklund expressed his appreciation to the Board for their work on balancing the budget.   
 
Ecklund discussed and submitted documentation on LIBA’s recommendations (Exhibit A). 

 Seek payment for parking from employees. 
 Adopt a benefits policy that requires 30 hours per week for employees to be eligible.   
 Introduce legislature to reduce the retirement match to 1:1.   
 Discontinue funding mid-year budget requests unless deemed an emergency. 

 
Cox discussed privatization, citing examples of outsourcing services such as cleaning, maintenance 
and parking meter collection. 
 
Schorr noted the retirement contribution issue is on the County’s list to present to the Legislature. 
 
Kyle Fischer, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, was administered the oath.  Fischer thanked the Board 
for allowing him to tour the new County jail.  He commended the Board for their work on balancing 
the budget and holding the tax rate. 
 
The Vice Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
2) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m.  Schorr, 
Hudkins, Workman and Stevens voted aye.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
/s/Dan Nolte 
_________________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
































