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TORT CLAIM RECOMMENDATION FORM

NAME OF PERSON FILING TORT CLAIM: Jimmy Vinson
CONTROL NUMBER ASSIGNED: JT09-12

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS: __ The investigation found that staff acted in accordance with
department policy and post orders in placing Mr. Vinson’s commissary order on his property, since

he refused to sign the commissary form when delivery was made to him. Denial of the tort claim is
recommended.

DATE: 03/03/09 SIGNATURE: g—/}?@;ﬂﬁk é —

DIRECTOR’S FINDINGS: _Clearly Inmate Vinson knows the rules and procedure for commiss
purchases. Irecommend strongly the Board disapprove this claim.
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DATE SUBMITTED TO COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE: ___ 03/16/09
DISTRIBUTION: COUNTY CLERK (ORIGINAL)

PERMANENT TORT FILE (DOC)
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INTER-DEPARTMENT COMMUNICATION

TO Brenda Fisher DATE February 27, 2009
DEPARTMENT Program Director ' FROM Steve Foree
- ATTENTION DEPARTMENT  Corrections
Specialist

CARBONS TO SUBJECT Attached Grievance of
: Inmate Jimmy Vinson, #1T09-12

On February 27, 2009, the Director’s office received the attached claim from Inmate Vinson upon which he
made the following allegations.

1. Vinson claimed that, on February 11, 2009, filled out a commissary order form but the “order was
wrong” so he refused to sign the receipt. Vinson alleged further that staff did not return to him the
money spent on the order. He alleged that, in commissary rules in the inmate handbook, that an inmate
must sign the receipt or “no reimbursements will be made.” Vinson contended that, according to that
rule, he could not be forced to accept a commissary order he did not want.

Allegation 1 :
Inspection of commissary records confirmed that Vinson did submit a commissary order for $20.16 in .
commissary items. When the items were delivered, he refused to sign the receipt and the commissary items -
were placed in Vinson’s property in the Intake Center property room. -

Facility commissary rules and procedures were reviewed. The review clearly established that, once an inmate
submits a commissary order form, “the order may not be changed after it has been turned in.” The review also
found that the procedures and rules state that an inmate is to sign the commissary form upon receipt of the
order. If there are errors regarding what was ordered and what was delivered to the inmate, the officer notes
discrepancies, but the inmate still signs the form

Further inspection of the rules and procedures showed that commissary procedures do not allow an inmate to
cancel or refuse delivery of their order once it has been placed. Hran inmate refuses to sign the commissary
for upon delivery of their order, the order is placed in the inmate’s personal property.

Findings:

1. The investigation found that the Department owes Vinson no reimbursement for his commissary order
of February 11, 2009, because he refused to sign his receipt. Had he chosen to sign the receipt, Vinson
could have any errors in his order corrected, or he could have funds refunded for items he ordered that
he did not receive. If the inmate refuses to sign the receipt, corrections and refunds are not an option
because the order cannot be changed after submission without the inmate’s signature. -
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March 18, 2009

Mr. Jimmy Vinson
605 So. 10 Street
Lincoln NE 68508

RE: Political Subdivision Tort Claim

Dear Mr. Vinson:

The political subdivision tort claim which you filed against the Lancaster County
Corrections Department will be placed on the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners agenda
for their consideration at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2009.

You may appear at this time to provide any additional information on this issue, however,
your appearance is not required. The County Board will meet in the Commissioners Hearing
Room, Room 112, on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 South 10™ Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska.

If you have any questions regarding the scheduled date the County Board will hear this
matter, please call at 441-7481.

Sincerely,

TV B D

Melissa Koci
County Clerk’s Office



