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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2010 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

 Commissioners Present: Bernie Heier, Chair  
Ray Stevens, Vice Chair  
Deb Schorr  
Bob Workman 

      
Commissioners Absent: Larry Hudkins 

 
 Others Present:   Don Thomas, County Engineer 
     Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
     Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 
 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given. 

 
1) PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
A. One and Six-Year Road and Bridge Improvement Program for July 1, 2011, 

through June 30, 2016. 
 
Copies of the Lancaster County Road and Bridge Construction Program Fiscal Year 2011 were made 
available (Exhibit A). 
 
The Chair opened the public hearing and asked those wishing to testify to stand.  The group was 
administered the oath. 
 
Don Thomas, County Engineer, welcomed everyone to the Fiscal 2011 One and Six-Year Road and 
Bridge Improvement public hearing.  He highlighted completed improvements for Fiscal Year 2010, 
offered some general comments about the road program and gave a summary of the 2011 program 
(Exhibit B). 
 
Jim Jeffers, James Arthur Vineyards, discussed replacement of the bridge on Raymond Road.  He 
stressed the importance of a bypass for that area to accommodate rescue vehicles and the heavy 
traffic.  Thomas said the timeline for bridge replacement depends on federal aid. 
 
Dave Dykman, City of Hickman, expressed his appreciation for the work done in the Hickman area.  
He asked for work on S. 68th Street from the viaduct to either Panama Road or Norris School.  He 
confirmed with Thomas that grading would be done on S. 54th Street in 2011 or 2012.   
 
Cindy Wilson, 12400 S. 82nd Street, discussed the increased traffic on S. 82nd Street.  She said the 
road is becoming hazardous and asked that it be paved.  Thomas said engineering is being done on 
S. 82nd Street to grade it. 
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Dennis Butte, 12300 S. 82nd Street, discussed the impact of increased traffic on S. 82nd Street.  He 
noted the excess dust caused by the extra traffic and asked the County to move up the paving 
schedule. 
 
Heier noted the problem of excess dust on all the gravel roads due to lack of rain. 
 
Lorene Behrends, 12200 S. 82nd Street, expressed concern over the safety of S. 82nd Street.  She 
discussed use of speed limit signs and better maintenance. 
 
Stan Campbell, 1111 E. Hillcrest Drive, appeared on behalf of University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) 
Campus Recreation and was administered the oath.  He stated the UNL leadership training center 
and the challenge course are located on W. Superior Street and do not have reliable access.  
Campbell requested placement of rock on NW 70th Street to prevent vehicles from becoming stuck on 
the dirt road.   
 
Gary Bentrup, 3936 Dudley Street, appeared on behalf of the Great Plains Trail Network and asked 
the County to consider the trails when planning roads and bridges.  He submitted two comprehensive 
plan proposals (Exhibit C and Exhibit D). 
 
Jordan Messerer, 714 Elmwood Avenue, appeared on behalf of UNL Campus Recreation.  He stressed 
the importance of having reliable access on NW 70th Street.  
 
Mark Hunzeker, 600 Wells Fargo Center, appeared on behalf of Doug and Kimberly Rath, owners of 
property along the west side of NW 70th Street.  He asked the County to consider moving the center 
line on NW 70th Street instead of widening the road where it currently is to avoid losing a well and 
some trees located along the road.  Stevens asked how many residences were on NW 70th Street and 
W. Superior Street.  Hunzeker said there was one residence on W. Superior Street but none on NW 
70th Street where the upgrade would take place. 
 
Jim Cook, 3339 S. 40th Street, appeared on behalf of the Great Plains Trail Network.  He distributed 
the recommended Lancaster County growth scenario (Exhibit E) and asked that the parties involved 
cooperate in long term planning. 
 
Dale Arp, 426 Steele Avenue, appeared on behalf of the Great Plains Trail Network.  He gave 
examples of how the County could plan their roads and bridges in conjunction with the trails. 
 
Doug Rath, 2770 Woodscrest Avenue, discussed the need for finishing NW 70th Street.  He asked the 
County to consider moving the center of the road to save the well and the trees along the road. 
 
Jim Brown, 8757 Bennet Road, asked about the quarter-mile of dirt on Bennet Road.  Thomas said it 
will become part of the 82nd Street grading project. 
 
Jerry David, 5001 S. 1st Street, appeared on behalf of Lincoln City Church.  He thanked the County 
for their work. 
 
Brett Baker, City of Hickman, discussed growth in Hickman and Lancaster County.  He asked that the 
County continue to work with Hickman on improvements needed.  Baker discussed the large amount 
of traffic on S. 68th Street south of the viaduct and wondered if a corridor study could be done.  
Thomas asked Baker to have the Hickman Council send a letter to the County regarding the study. 
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Robert Schmucker, 7800 W. Agnew Road, asked where W. Agnew Road improvements were at on 
the County’s plan.  He discussed the amount of traffic using the road and paving a few blocks into 
Agnew. 
 
County Engineering employees in attendance introduced themselves: Doug Pillard, Virgil Dearmont, 
Ken Schroeder, Bob Jacobs, Jim Shotkoski, Erik Hubl, Harold Baker, Dave Halla, Larry Ahrens, Jeff 
Manske, and Keith TenHulzen. 
 
Stevens said the County has to consider traffic count and safety, as well as funds available, in 
deciding which projects to make a priority.  Stevens stated more road paving would require more 
taxes.   
 
Workman discussed paving on Arbor Road, which was addressed to him by a constituent.  He 
explained that around $450,000 from keno funds was spent to pave one-tenth of a mile for a new 
motocross track.  Workman felt the road should be finished, even if only with gravel, to connect to 
84th Street. 
 
MOTION: Workman moved and Stevens seconded that the Engineer’s Department perform an in-
house informal investigation with the possibility of extending Arbor Road for three-tenth of a mile to 
84th Street.   
 
Thomas noted one requirement would be a donation of 120 feet of right-of-way.  Stevens questioned 
the cost involved.  Thomas said it is minimal cost.  Workman stressed the importance of looking into 
the future when developing roads.   
 
Workman thanked everyone, noting it would be his final One and Six Road and Bridge meeting 
before his retirement.   
 
Heier commended Workman and Stevens for their contributions on the Board. 
 
ROLL CALL: Workman, Schorr and Heier voted aye.  Stevens voted nay.  Motion carried 3-1. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
2) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Stevens seconded to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Schorr, Workman, Stevens 
and Heier voted aye.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 

/s/Dan Nolte 
                                   
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
































































































